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G That Holine, 
4 uo Man ſhall ſee tbe, d. 


of the SOULS of MEN. : 


withiut, hich | 


But the Wiſdom that is 7 from = 
is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and eaſy to be intreated, full of 
Mercy, and of good Fruits, with- 
out Partiality, and withour Hy 


pocriſy, Jam. iii. 17. 
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their great Buſineſs to love, and 


Fleart. © 


Wi more of the ſame N- 


ſome of which too he had occaſi- 
onally, and 4 ſeveral Times, 
copied ont , Judiciousy and ap- 


Whey are om Ale bat 
this View, "That Fe may 
be 0 good: Uſe to Pal * and 

attentive Readers; and eki 


thoſe who, though they have inore 
tears; yet \ . employs their 


b. 275 of bis 10 5, iich | 
$: lolted to thoſe; w bo malg 


to 1 Hm. wich their whole 


art pdded by grather Hand; 


proved Wiiters in ou an 22 
deze e 


eb 


io younger Perſons, and 10 


Dbonghes much oſs 2 they 
0 * A | ought | 


To the R's ir K K. .. 
ought to have done) in af fl 
„it der een WEL mo 2 
ther they all be happy , 
frank to 17 Ben 11 By 1 

A due and ferious Reflexion 


apo thefe Conſiderations, and an 
app! ation "alle "to = 


ng of God to in .. 
e wid in 
neceſſary Duties of 4 our Religion 
to reftify their won Ni 0 
both, and their fatal __ 
iber he g themfſelves — 
ſome bad Nr a. per) dun 
gerous, becauſe falſe, Security, as. 
to their future State; aud alſo 
to ecite, and to promote the good. 
Inclinations and Purpoſes of thee. 
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” wv Jo the RIDER. 
pau, fn incere Chriſtians 3 and te 
_ quicken their Endeavours. after 
1 ther, Degrees af Hitliste, and 
1 of the Love, r . 
1 think we may ſay of theſe 
(as of other wiſe, piaus, aud Chris 

flian, Thoughts,). 2what..q -great 
Author did 5 the Diſcourſes ofa 
very Excellent aud Learned: Write 
ter, (viz.) That he muſt, be a 
ther a Yer good Man, or a Very, 
bad: Man, bo is nat the letras 
for pernſmg them, if he will give 
binſelf tbe Leiſure to weigh and 
apply them, . as e den 
Conſequence e FT . * 
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Confidenuons” 


Tending to Explain; A 
11 Promote the 


CnrrSTiAN Lres, Se. 


< ELIGION; _ 8 
te Knowledge, and 
the Fear, — Eove: 

of God, and a due 

| Rega rd in all things 

to. Him, as to a 
firſt Kubo, and laſt End of 

our Being, and the Giver of all 


A, 4 Good, 


| 6850 
Good, and Obedience to his Will 
and Laws, is avouched by the 
moſt enlightened of the Pagan 
Sages, to be the Beginning, and 
the Cauſe, or Foundation, and 
the Rule, or the Meaſure of that 

Happineſs, which humane Na- 

ture can attain to, in this preſent 

mortal State. | 
Tis the great and apparent 
Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, 
to reconcile us to God, by the 
Mediation of his Son our Bleſſed 
Redeemer, who, in order there- 
to, hath procured for us, by his 
Obedience and Sufferings on our 

Behalf, theſe unſpeakable Blef- 
fings, vis. The Remiſſion of our 
Sins; The Aſſiſtance of Go »'s 
Holy Spirit to enlighten, to di- 
rect and govern us, to renew 
and ſanctiſy us; and eternal 
Life, or endleſs Happineſs with 
Him, in the Kingdom of his Fa- 
And 


ther 4 4 


* 
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(9), 
And in order to obtain that 
otothak: Life, or Happineſs our- 


Religion teaches, obliges, and 
enables us, by the Grace of. the 
Goſpel,” to recover or rętrieve, in 
ſome good Meaſure, that Image 
of, and 7 Likeneſs to Goo in and 
after which Man was at finſt 
created. Now this Image of 
GOD conſiſts not only in ou 
having immortal Spirits, and al- 
ſo Dominion over all the inſerior 
Parts of the Creation; but chief 
ly in thoſe noble and divine 
Powers, Faculties, or Capacities - 
of knowing, and of Go 
with which He 1 endowed 
us, and whereby He hathexalted 
us above all the viſible Creation. 
As it is eſſential, or moſt pro- 
per, neceſſary and ſuitable tothe 

Nature, and to the Happineſs of 
God himſelf, (as far as we are 
able to conceive) to know, and 
o Hos Himſelf, and his orn. 
1331 A. 5 finite 


<5, Þ 
finite Perſections; | 
Has given us an Underſtanding, 
whereby we can, in ſome Mea- 
fure, know Him; and.a Will and 
Affections, hereby we can love 
Him, it muſt be hoth moſt a. 


are rational Creatures, and moſt 
conducive, or rather neceſſary, to 
dur Happineſs,” as we ate Chri- 


ſtians, to employ thoſe Faculties 


End, for which he hath given 
them to us, (v/z.) to enquire 
and ſeek aſter Him; to know, 
and to admire, and to adore, and 
to love Him far above all things; 
to chooſe Him as our Portion both 

here and for ever; and to cleave 
unto Him with our Whole Heart, 
as our laſt Hnd, and out Sovereign 
{ | Good; or our only true Pelicity. 


"> And as the Per ſection of | this 


Knowledge, and of this Love of 
Gp, will be the utmoſt Per 


2 


ſince He 


preeable to our Nature, as we 


which Go» gave us to that 


DD . . cc . Dc. _ad< 


> A ſection 
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Cry 
| feftion'of our Nature, and bf bur 
Happineſs, im the next State; ſo 
do we recover that Image of 
Gop, Which is our Excelſeney 
and our Glory, in this Liſe, in 
the ſame Degree in which we #6 
improve in the farther Know- 
ſedge and Love of Gop; and in 
reſembling Fim more and more, 
to our Power, in his | imitable- 
Perſections, hereby we may be 
the better fitted for thoſe &- 
higher Degrees of the Know: 
and of the Love of Go p, RE 
Likeneſs to: Him, and for that 
Enjoyment of Him, in Which the- 


Happineſs of the next Eife dan — s 


ſiſts, and is conſummateck. 
Nothing can be a — 
of true and solid Peace and Jos. 
to a wiſe and à conſidering Man, 
but a well grounded Hope, and? 
a Chriſtian Aſſurance, of luis av. 
ing an Intereſt in the Mercy an? 
Love oF- Go, through the Me- 
nn 


— 


rted by a good Conſcience, i. e. 
a ſteady Belief of the Goſpel, 


b 


7 forſaking all Sin, which is there 
. and by a firm Reſolu- 


ftant Endeavour to keep all Go p's 


above all things, that there is 
nothing which he will not do or 


and deliberately, and willingly 

diſabey, and diſpleaſe his mo 
racious Father, and his merci- 
ul Redeemer; and thereby ſor- 


of that eternal Liſe, which is the 


ended Chriſtians, who have not 


thus 


diatiomof I xs us CHRIST; ſup» 
by that fincere Repentance and 
tion, and an honeſt, actual, con- 
Commandments, and by ſuch a. 


ſincere, prevailing Love to Gop, 


ſuffer, rather than knowingly, 


fit the Hopes he hath of God's 
Hare and Protection here, and 


great Promiſe of the Goſpel. 
Falſe, molt falſe, are the Hopes; 
and miſerable, for ever miſerable, 


1 
thus learned CHRIST; hut con 
tent themſelves with calling Him, 
LoxD; Lok p, without either 
believing, or doing thoſe things 
which He ſait hb. 8 4 bs H193003 
Religion, Or 2 due Regard to 
Almighty Go, in all we deſign 
Choice, a conſtant Aim and Stu- 
dy to ſerve and to pleaſe Him, in 
the general Courſe of our Lives; 
this 1s that which diſtinguiſhes a 
Man from a brute Beaſt; a Wiſe- - 
man, from a Fool; and a ſincere 
true Chriſtian, from an Hypo- 
crite; who hath a Form of God - 
lineſs, without the Power of it. 
The great End and Buſineſs of 
this Life, is to fit our ſelves more 
and more for, the Enjoyment of 
Gop in the next, ( vis.) by our 
loving, obeying, and reſembling 
Him here as far as we are able; 
placing all our Happineſs in a 
Senſe of his Love to us, and all 


Our 


(14) 
in the Mediation of 


our Hopes 
our Bleſſed Redeemer. 
We are ſo far only Chriſtians 
indeed, as we are more heartily 
concerned for, and do take more 
Thought and more Care about 
the Life to come, than about the 
few Moments we are to live 
A cold, heartleſs Care, and a 
faint, negligent Endeavour in the 
matters of Nag e, will avail us 
nothing at all. Gop will have 
the whole Heart, which He made 
for Himſelf, or no part of it. 
Conſider well what you would 
do, if you were ſure to die with- 
in a few Days; and ſince this 
Day may poſſibly be your laſt, 
defer not till to Morrow, to take 
fach Care of your immortal Soul, 
as Wiſdom, and even good Senſe, 
will direct, in a Matter of ſo vaſt 
Moment, as is the being either 
happy or miſerable to all Eternity. 
5 5 He 


mp may 80 
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66600 | 
He is b ly wiſe, and the 
only happy Mam, who makes it 
his hie e N. ted Buſinefs ſo to 
live every Day, as that he can at 
all Times think on CuAnIS's 
coming to JoUgirent] | with Joy 
and Comfort. -! 

Either this is not ths) Goſpel 
of CHR 157, which we call ſo; 
or we are not Chriſtians, - Who 
live in ſach Neglect, ot 
Contempt of its moſt 
and fundamental Laws: Theſe 
we know, are Repentanee, or 
forſaking every kind of Sin; ſuch 
a true living Faith in Cunts 
our Redeemer, and ſuch fincere, 
prevailing Love of Gop, and of 
our Bleſſed Lox D/and-Saviour, 
and Hope in the Promiſes He hath 
made us of the Remiſſion of Sin, 
and of eternal Life, as de effe- 
ctually engage us in a conſtant, 
uniform, cheerful Obed:enee 10 
all his Commands. 7 | 

*Tis 
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Tis don - right Madneſs or 
wilful, inexcuſable Stupidity, not 
to believe the Goſpel, the Fruth 
whereof, the Miracles and Reſur- 
re&ion of CARIST, the Blopd of 
the Martyrs, and the Conſeſſion 
of the Devils themſelves, put be. 
yond all doubt: But tts yet a 
ſar greater Madnek, and the moſt 
unaccountable Folly, and brutiſh 
want of true Senſe, or Reaſon 
and judgment, when you are aſ- 
ſured, and do believe, that the 
Goſpel i is true, to live ſo as you 
would do, if rau were ſure that 
tis ſalſe. Al His 

Make it your chief :DaGgn, 
and your, great, Buſineſs ſo to 
live in this World, as that you 
may have GO p ſor your Friend. 
80 ſhall you have no Evil to ſear, 
and you — reaſonably hope for 
all that Happineſs, which an in- 
finitely wiſe, and —— and 


er Tito) ug 


FF*T 
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Cor?) 
good Father can beſtow upon 
| is deareſt Children. oof 4+ 
Call to Mind, in the Bittern 
of thy Soul, and with the deepeſt 
Sorrow and Contrition, or a 
broken Heart, all thoſe Years in 
which thou haſt perverſly loved 
thy carnal, periſfing ſelſ, i. e. 
enſlaved thy Soul to thy Body; 
and haſt om; and ungrate- 
fully negle&ed that Salvation, 
which was- purchaſed ſor thee, 
by the Blood of the Son of Gop. 
Conſider, with the utmoſt Shame 
and Confuſion, - how little thou 
haſt loved thy Go p, and thy 
Bleſſed Redeemer, whoſe loving 
Kindneſs, and Mercy, and Good, 
neſs, hath fo abounded towards 
thee, and waited for thy Return 
to thy Duty all thy Life long. 
Nothing certainly can be more. 
pleaſing to Gop, nothing can be 
more beneficial to Mankind, than 
to ſeaſon the Minds of young 

Perſons 


618) | 
Perfons with the Morals of Jz- 
sus CHRIST, before the falſe 
Maxims and evil Cuſtoms of the 


World get Poſſeſſion of their 


Hearts, and engage them in that 
broad Way, which leads to De- 


ſtruction; out of which fo few | 


do ever recover themſelves, and 
wherein Millions of thoſe, who 


call themſelves Chriſtians, periſh, 


and are Joſt for ever. 

- ?Tis'our trueſt Intereſt, as well 
as our Duty, and therefore ought 
to be our Joy, and our chief De 
light, to keep all our Loxy'$ 
ommands; ſince the End and 
Deſign of them all, is to bring 
us nig to God, to enable us to 
retrieve that Image of Go o, in 
which we were at firſt created; 
and by thus making us like to 
Him, to fit us for the Enjoy- 
ment of the greateſt Happineſs 
we are capable of, in his Preſence 
for evermore. 1 B03 oer 


SSN rag goes eee ere 


lures, and that-10ward, Feace 


ficfhly and worldly Luſta, or 


is a Source of IlIluſion, leadi 


0 199 
A wiſe Chriſtian will oſten 
e — 4 — 
and to an en 
Sou and Bedy, ia order. to his 
ſeeing. GO, and living! with 


of . 


* 
* 


Him for ever, He will breath © 


aſter thoſe true and unmint Pleas 


9 dom a 


Joy: ; which, ſpring 


of Gd TEE Favour to 
Him, from à good Conſcienoe, 


and an alored. Hope — 

ation of 4 hleſſed Immortalit 

Theſe Reſlexiogs/ will ext) 1 
In. 


in him al The 
— and ſordict, 


chnations to 


which war 
Souleldtor I Bohn * as oll 
That m ay of Per- 


beten ich — e eee, 105 


aint rhe 


Men into endleſ Wandrings, 
is dangerous tu true Religion; 
which it often wholly deſtroys. 


For 


2 


For this felf-willed Religion, con- 
ſiſting in their own, private 
Thoughts, and ſingular Appre- 

henſions, or Fancies, tis impoſ 

ſible hut that thoſe who want the 
true Knowledge of the Goſpel, 
and Soundneſs of Mind, or a good 

Judgment, and who poſſibly have 

too great an Opinion of their 

own Attainments; ſhould take 

their own Imagina tions, for tlie 
Motions of GO »'s Holy / Spitit; 
There is no true Holineſs; 
without Humility; nor true Hu- 
mility, without Holinefs. The 
more holy any Man is, he is ſo 
4 de more humble too. Our 

E LORD Vas perfec t J 
Holy, and perſectly Haable dt 
Wie can nevey do too müch 

for our Gov, who is the Author 
of all Good to us. Nor be too 
Holy here, unleſs we fear being 
too. Happy hereaſter.. 


. 
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Solid Piety, ar pute Religion, 


is always: both ſincere and With 
out Hypocriſy, anti alſo founded 
on the {| cleareſt and ſtrongeſt 
Reaſon. It falls the Mind and 
Heart with great and noble 
Views, and ſets; the Man far a- 
bove the mean Fawnings, and 
little Boo i Which make up 
the Religion f weak and ſupet - 
ſtitious Men 

Thoſe bad Men, -who-exeuſe 
their wicked Liyes, by faying, 
Every Man hath his Failings; 4hould 
conſider; well, that there are 
ſome Failings 


which Go p will not impute to 
thoſe,, who tear, and love Han: 
But that; all willvl,:.deliberateg 


all .habituah;.,,reigning- Sins, are 


wholly. inconſiſtent with true 
Piety. 7 Trug Chriſtianp ſart ener 


through Ignorance, 


or Surprize, or - Inadvertericy, 


careful, above all things, = : 
100) | Talk 
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ver to fleep' in any one know 
Sin unrepemed of, and not moſt 
ſeriduſſy reſolved againſt; and 
thoſe wh gs on to commit ſuck 
Sins, ate nd true Chriſtiank. 
From whence it evidently follows, 
that though all Men are Sinners 
EA ſome Degree; yet ſome of 
thoſe Sinners will certainly be 
faved, and others will as certain- 
ly be loſt for ever. 
The Faith which the Goſpel 
requires, conſiſts in believing*oa 
JeESUus- CH K 18 T, and in OWn- 
ing Him to be the Son of Go p, 
and the Saviour of the World; in 
embracing his Doctrine as true, 
and making” open Profeſſion of 
kis Religion, upon ali juſt Oeca- 
3 
eat flat date 
Him Sig 6er * * He who 
this doth; bath u Right to truſt 
in the Mercy and" Promiley of 
tet | G0 
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GOD in CHRIS : But A ſtrong 
Imagination, or a ſond Perſwa- 
ſion of his being -2 Child of 
Goo, and a . the Me · 
rits of CMRISHT, without, 


ing Him, will never ave. any: 
Man. 


As nothing in the World is 0 
-e = Reh e no 
Inte can 4 

as that oſ et 8 5 {3 
ſo tis as certain, * this H 
pineſs cannot be otherwiſe o 
tained, than by à conſtant and 
diligent Obſervation of the Du» 
ties of dur holy Religion. And 
a Man may be as certainly loſt 

ior ever, by wilful Ignorance 
of his Duty, and want of Care 
of his Soul, by Indevotion, and 
by a worldiy and ſenſual. Courſe | 
of Life, : as by | thoſe / notorious 
and enormous Crimes, Which in- 
ge droun Nen men 


tion. 2 ,10, noi 41 RESIN 
Sid "True 
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True Piety doth not only make 
us abhor all known, wilful, 
crying Sins; but by rectifying 
our Judgments and directing our 
Paſſions to their proper Objects, 
it fills the Soul with every Chri- 
ſtian Grace and Vertue; with the 
Love of Go p, and of our Neigh- 
bour; of Juſtice and Mercy; 
with Mildneſs, and Humility, 
and Patience, and with an entire 
Reſignation to the Will of Gop; 
with Truſt on Him, and with a 


2 we 
F 


The firſt; or principal Quality 
of a wiſe; conſiderate Chriſtian 
is, to be truly Reaſonable, or to 
have a right Judgment enlighten- 
ed and directed by the Goſpel of 
_ Caris7. For, how can 4 Man, 

who wants good Senſe and Diſ- 
cretion, judge aright of ſpiritual. 
Matters? How. can he reſiſt and 
Sue his Paſſions, or get ep 

21 his 
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62590 
is Proj an comply in in all 
hings with his Duty 8 

The beſt thing N Gow for! 
dur Children is, A teach —— 
arly to make 2 true Judgt 
of What they are molt nearly 
oncerned to En), and to pt. 
iſe. And then to periwade,* + 


and accuſtom them all we 3 
o govern themſelves tak that 
ight Reaſon and good R's 
ithout - which they Fe 

Fools, and miſerable, even here, 
as well as hereafter) in all the 
greateſt out ward Advan es this 
'orld can afford them 910771 
"The falſe” Notions," und the? 
rong Meafutes; Men take up 
n * unger Mears, to ju 
of thing dear outwprd' 72 
dea ranges » 11 $0/ ine 
:ſhly „and at hap-hazerd, With. 
dut ue Regard: to the Confer? 


juences”'of things; te govern 
— Tas ünſes, 


* 301 189 


ry 
and 


F 0 8 » 
and their Paſſions; by Fe 
judices, and by their inogdinate 
Love of the r le 
and periſhing, things, which fol- 
lows from theſe weak and erro- 
neous Principles; .are the moſt us 
oy Cauſes of Infidelity: and. * 
religion. 

40 groundleſs Security, or a 

Opinion of Mens being in a, 
ood — in order to the next 
. — Without a 7 careful, 


OE = more, a 
| mee, to othe plain Precepts, 
5 the main 9 7—— 


8 * a 4 ce 


* 


125 ) 
re- called) ace ago The idle 
ate Time geg ſpent inthe'Care | 
5 of their Bodies and of ite things 
of this Wordt. Ine Idleneſsz 
Dreſſingy Plays, ande im pertinent 
Viſits, made only top get tit of 
ſo much time ; in Fleaturep ant 
Diverſions, ure 
muſẽments which ace the w- hole 
Buſineſs" oft their Hives. In 4 


Word, In 27 Hrovoſiam fur t 


r 


meas * . Seals 100 think 
— a enbugh i to t oo 
bo Led, ff the Gf 


rg fm and W 20 5 
ſave thdioioaly, ho believe: un 
Jobey Him, 1. i who! feels! the 
| Kingdom of Go, in the firſt 
Place; and who make it their 
dM fit znd!hie©Buſthelo101d 
tohonour; and: won en 
an. V „ 
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1 
He deſerves not the Name of 


a Chriſtian, who hath not Cou- - 
rage enough to obey Go un 5 


every Inſtance of his Duty, how W x 
contrary. ſoever it may be S 
to the moſt received Cuſtoms; 
and current Maxims of the World; 80 
though that Cuſtom, and thoſe 
Maxims, are ſupported by Num- e, 
bers of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
Perſons, whether for. high 3 
tion, or Birth, or for Riches; 
Learning, or: worldly. Wiſcoi 
To that weak Reaſon, of doing 
any ill thing, becauſe tis the ge: 
neral Cuſtom, and every one elſe 
doth ſo; one of the Ancients 
wiſely anſwers,” « Tis the Cuſtom 
« alfo to go to Hell, in that broad 
„Way that leads thither. ? 
IImpurity, which is excited and 
encouraged by looſe Plays, and 
Songs, and Romances, is com- 
onl the firſt Vice and Paſſion, 
whic betra ys weak and inconſi- 
8 derate 


(NJ 
derate young Perſons, and enga- 
ges them in 2 Conf of Sin, 
which uſually laſts as long as their 
Lives. That Love; which is the 
Subject of our modern Plays, 
and Romances, and ifaſhionable 
Songs} and lewd Books, is, in 
Truth, that unholy, inbrtiinate, 
ſenfiial Paſſion; [which the Goſpel 
commands us to abhor, and to ſtifle 
its very firſt Motions. What paſſes 
for good Breeding, and agree. 
able Converſation and Addreſs, 
and innocent Gallantry, between 
5 Perſons of different Sexes, often 

makes Way ſor, and ends in thoſe 
nuts ¶horrihle Crimes, thoſe Works of 
Ache Eleſh, which deſtroy * 
ad Soul and Body in Hell. 1 
Al Perſons being * by 
Senſe alone, in the elt Part of 
their Tins that natural ſttong 
Inclination to the Pleaſures of the 
Body, which is the Source of all 
the Sins of that Nature, is the 

2 B 3 molt 
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moſt predominant Paſſion 0 
Yauth, All, poſſiblei Care there 
fore ought to beltaken, toeſta. 
bliſh early in: all young Perſons, 
all the great fundamental Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion 
and a Senfeiof the Neceſſgycd 
that Holineſs andi Purity af Heart 
and Life, ! Which! the Goſpel ſo eu 
prelly obliges us to. And eſpe- 
cially we ought moſt diligent! 
to imprint Upon their Winth, 
fach an awſul, perpetual, incef 
ſant ;Regard to Almighty G 0, 
and to his Omnipreſence, that a 
lively Senſe of their being always 
and in all Places, under His fs. 
ſpe&tion, may, by dis Grice} pre 
erve and ſecure their Thniocency 
and Purity, in that moſt dange 
rous Part of Life, (as hath been 
e by an . Di 
vine,) Arom tens of ſixteen Lead 
to Twenty ; "when Ee new K 
Woelkd, and being uſually teſt ite 
SAT. | Ac" their 


(n 
hay own i pr in — 
meaſure, they are, through the 
Weakneſs of heir Reaſon, and 
the Strength and Violence of their 
bodily 'Paſfions, more liable to 
ſenſual Impreſſions, and irregular 
Deſires. - And' conſequently.they 
are hardly to be . 
Folly: and Sin, otherwiſe than b7 
a frequent, actual Reflexion, 
(Which ought ever to be made 
by them inviolably in the Hour of 
Temptation,) upon that All- 
ſeeing Eye, which then, at that 
time, obſerves all their Way 
and even the moſt ſecret Th 
of their Hearts; and the mbſt 
carefufly-concealed Tranſgreſſions 
of any of his holy Laws. YAurr. 

"That important Conſideration 
which St. Paal propoſes, 1 Co i. 
19. (viz) Tha our Body is the 
Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which1is 
in us, "which we haue of GOD, 
is a moſt irrefragable, irreſiſtible 

B4 A- 
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- Argument againſt not only all t 
- thoſe deteſtable Crimes, and Hor. d 
rors of Impurity, which are not 
to be named among Chriſtians Wl p 
but alſo againſt ſuffering evei b 
the firſt Motions and Inclimati ci 
ons, or Tendencies that Way, ta w 
lodge, or take Place one Minute b 
in our Hearts. We muſt rid our} h 
Minds of all ſuch Fewel of thoſe tt 

_ _ - Flames, which may otherwiſe n 
burn dowa to Hell With as much I 
Haſt and Fear, or Affright at G 
[ 


them, as we would throw 
a burning Coal off from our je 
_ Fleſh. For even ſuch unholy p. 
Thoughts indulged, or but ful 
-fered without Abhorrence, drivel oi 
away that Hor SpIRAI r, that w 
Spirit of Wiſdom and of a ſound 0! 
Mind, which dwells only in thoſeſ of 
who are pure in Heart, to illu - v 
minate, and direct, and govern vi 
them; to ſanctify and dedicateſ as 


e 
them wholly, both Soul and Bo- 
dy, to the Service of Co v. 
To this ſame Purpoſe, the A- 
poſtle - farther argues, that we 
being bought with 4 Prite, the pre- 
cious Blood of the Son of Go p, 
we are not our own, ver. 20. but 
both our Body and our Spirit are 
his, without Reſerve. We mult 
therefore glorifſy Go D in both, 
not profaning and defiling his 
Temple, which he who doth, 
GOD will him deſtroy, yr. 
Mortification, or a due Sub- 
jection of our Bodily carnal, * 
petites, to our Spirits or Minds, 
and great Moderation in the Uſe 
of things permitted, and all thoſe 
wiſe and important Conſiderati- 
ons of the Will and Laws of Goo; 
of the Dignity of our Nature, as 
we are exalted above the whole 
viſible Creation; and higher yet, 
as we are Members of CHRIST'Ss 
myſtical Body; and deep and 
| B 5 fre- 


ry 


frequent Thoughts on Hell, and 
on Heaven, on M'Oceafions, moſt 
_ evidently'tend to maintain an ex- 
att Purity both of Soul and Bo- 
dy. All theſe therefore are not 
only. ' highly expedient, But ao. 
turely' — to keep us from 
becoming Slaves to ſenſual Plea- 
ſures; na to form our Minde to 
that'over-yowering Love of Go, 
and thoſe gelt, inceffant De- 
res of heavenly things, Which 
are the Foundation, and the A. 
Hot tee, of al "Chriſtian 


All undue Complitics avith 
the AYurements. of the Objects o 
Senſe, and the inordinate Love o 
tranſirory things, and all ſinſul, 
earnal Appetites, entertained in 
A Mind only, do Wholly extin- 
iſh the Love of Gop, and all 
ſrres aſter, and Reliſh of ſpi⸗ 
* Joys. They can take Ho 
Pleaſure in the Senſe of G O 

Love 


92 ir 


enn rere DB neee. 


C12 
Love to them, 4511 in Hopes ef 
living with Him, who have not 
early, conſtantly, or effectualſy, 
laboured to maſter that moſt 
general and vehement Tndlination 
to the Gratification. of the ba rely; 
animal Life.. © _ 

The thus 9005 ing Ar ſelves, 
;; e. all unlawfül, carnal, ani 
worldly Luſts or Deſites, ank 
whatever reuders our Minds ſen— 
ſual and earthly, 'averſe from 
Gov, and prone to tür, 
is the firſt. Leſſon, ne eat I 
ſign of the Chriſtian: N 
775 proportionable to öttd 
and Succeſs herein willi, be gur 
Proficiency in the Love of Hod, 
and in ſincere iety and Holineſs. , 
of Heart a Lise. Rodi 
The tore Progteſ any one 
makes in Holineſs, N moe 
_ * of: — Goodneſs 
to him, in n 44 
Baal our Ie u d We 


he abhors all Sin ; and the more 
he accuſes, and deteſts his own 
former ill Courſes, the more 
Hope he hath of Pardon; he is 
ſtill the more ſenſible of the Dan- 
ger he was in, of being loſt for 
ever. In a Word, the more he 
reflects upon all that Debt, which 
Gop hath forgiven him, the 
more he loves Go po; and the 
more he loves Go p, the more 
ſenſible he ſtill is of the Folly 
and Ingratitude, as well as of the 
' horrible. Danger, of having ever 
. offended Him; and having ever 
lived without Gop in the World, 
or not having had Him in all his 
„„ : i044; 
-+.£ The only and ſure Way never 
to commit any wilful, deliberate 
Sin is, to ſet Gop always before 
us. An actual Reflexion that we 
are at that very Time, and in 
- that Place, under his Eye and 


ot whe⸗ 


. CY 
whether any ſecret Thought,-or 
not. No Man certainly, Who 
thus believes, and thus conſiders, 
can affront Almighty. GOD to 
that Degree, as to do any thing 
in his Sight, from which the Pre- 
ſence of a Child, or of his mean- 
eſt Servant, would reſtrain him. 
Nor can he indulge, or allow 
himſelf to entertain any Thought, 
which he would be — to | 
have known to all the 
the World. h 

Not only thoſe horrid, dete- 
ſtable Crimes, which provoked 
Go p to deſtroy whole Cities 
with that dreadful Judgment 
of Fire from Heaven; but all 
other Sins, which Deceney forbids 
to mention, and which even thoſe 
who are guilty of them are 
moſt . aſhamed. to own, (unleſs 
they are given over to a repro- 
bate Mind) will be the more ſe- 
11 FPerely. 


Men in 


055 


verely / puniſhed i the net 


ro 

World, by a righteous Judge C 
becauſe being known to Gov G 
only, and to themſelves, they ct 
oftentimes eſcape all Puniſhment ni 
—_ ſo/much as Diſgrace in thighlfl vi 
He who takes that Care which tt 
he ought, never to ſay am; 
thing in the Day, of Which he a 
may have Reaſon to repent 0! 


Night; never talks a great dea 
woſef it be with à Proſpe& o 
doing Honour to Go p, or ſome 
Sock to thoſe Who hear him. 
Never to prefer à leſs Goo 
0 A greater; nor to- chuſe 
greater Evil before a leſs, are fun- 
Aamental 'Maxims'of Wiſdom; 
But are obſerved only in the Chri. 
Kizn Religien. For worldly Wil 
dom teaches Men to prefer th 
Pleuſures, Riches, and Honou 
-of khis ſhort” Liſe; to 'enitlels 
Happineſs in the next; that 5 


A539) 
neuf ro prefer ''the *Trecture,' to the 
] Creator; and the World, to that 
GOD who made it; and to 
chuſe to be miſerable to all Eter- 
nity, rather than to curb! their 
vicious Tnelinations,' and to deny 
all worldly and carnal Luſts for 
the ſhort — ary lr 179") 
This we may depend upon as 
a fore Priseigiz, Thar whatever 
is efſentiat in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and neceſſary to our Salva- 
tion, is always clear, evident, 
and eafy to be underſtood, by all 
ſincere and honeſt Minds; and 
that whatever is obſcure, and 
hard to he underſtood; is not ne- 
ceſſary. ii e 111932 7 1208 £ £1 "of 
"Theſe general Truths, That 
there is a CO D, ho made the 
World ; that the holy Seriptures. 
are his Word; and that all Which 
we there find, rning another 
Life, is moſt certain, euglit to be 


— 


(40 
repeated Thoughts, and due Con- 
ſideration, — the Foundation. of 
all true Reli ion. Gd 80 
Faith, or Belief, is a Perſwa- 
ſion of the Truth of a thing 
and no Man can be perſwaded of 
the Truth of any thing of Con- 
cern to him, unleſs he hath con. 
ſidered it. Is it poſſible that 
any Man can live in any ſinful 
Courſe; that he can make Con- 
ſcience .of ; nothing 3 that he can 
break GO 0's. Laws every Mo- 
ment, if he had ſo ſar conſider- 
ed, as to be fully | perſwaded, 
that There ir 46 0 D, - who, ſees 
and obſerves all his Ways; and 
who will eternally puniſh him 
for the. Affront done to his Ma- 
jeſty, by ſo deſpicable a; Crea- 
ture, who {lights the Authority 
of his Maker and Judge, and 
- dares, provoke Him to his Face? 
All thoſe therefore who pretend 


I 5 | n 


o 
2 judgment to come; and yet 
live as if they were ſure there 
were neither, give themſelves 
the Lie, and have leſs Faith than 
* ay D, nN 
The Degree of Mens Piety an- 
ſwers — their Bach 
where there is ng true Faith, 
there is no true Piety; where 
Mens Faith is little, languid, and 
weak, their Religion is deficient, 
and next to none. And this is 
the too general Character of the 
Chriſtians of this looſe and de- 
plorable Age, either down - right 


Atheiſm, Scepticiſm, and Impiety; 


or a poor, weak, an imperſec 

— Faith; or thts a 
confuſed general Opinion only, 
and a kind of an Half-belief of 
the Goſpel : They do not hearti- 
ly believe. it is true; but rather, 
chey are afraid, tha it. ſhould 


prove ſo. 


Too 


T m P vn; , ,, ,, , . 


(42 ) 
Too many of thoſe, who have 
A competent | ſpeculative Know. 
edge of the Chriſtian Religion, 
take not due Care 'to5a y that 
Knowledge, to the Santtification 
of their Nidites and to the Re. 
formation of their Lives; Ts 
*15 indeed the proper End, "kn 
that true Uſe Ly t 7 
chiefly to make of thatKn 
' Theſe, unconſidering, 
Fools, Putting the pforions kart 
of the- Gofpel (Which Aould 
| 50 vide heir Feet into the Wap of 
eace) as it were under 2 
Buſhel, chuſe ſtill to ſit in Dark. 
nes, and: in the Shadow of Death; 
_ whoſe Condemnation will be tlie 
(greater, ſoc their 3 What 
dhe fo well knew to de ehe th 
Wi of their Lord. 159 Ito! 
1 Nothing can more nearly Fn 
cern any Man, than to doch, And 
to 1 himſelf well. To n 
En 


043 5 
End, he muſt impartially ena 
mine the State of lis — 
he muſt make frequent” 


Actions and Words, but upon the 
uſual Bent of his Thoughts, and 
.inward . Motiotis and Inchina- 
tions of his Heart He "mult 
conſidler, Nihat s whith hie 
he chieflyito aim at, upon the 
Principles ef the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion nd vhae Come hevakes 
to obtaih that End, for ke 
was made, N r be Vin 
this Liſe, And happy For: ever! 
J. e. Whether" be cayeſully Sin 
ſteadily we bf the nrrow WA 
Which 2 þ „ere, 
lives aſter t he "gpirir,” refs 
the Hef. DIL -TD 
By cb Ken ended 
and 1955 deliberat Wend Ag 
our on Centsencts what 71 
our main Pefign, and Wäat we 
make the molt” imporant Aﬀic 


Reftexi6ns; not ny upen this 
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of our Lives; whether we ſerye 
GOD or Mammon; that Gop 
vho made us, and aur Lord J. 
sus CHRIS, who bath bought 
us; or the God of this World, 
bo blinds the Eyes of the Chil- 
dren of Diſobedience, i. e. he. 
ther we make it our chief Buſi. 
ſineſs to know, and da the Will 
of our Lo RD; or content our 
ſelves with a bare outward Pro- 
without the Power of it, with- 
- out bei ] led by the Spirit, and 
governed by the Laws of Goo; 
we may hereby beſt judge, whe- 
ther we are in the Spirit, or, in 
the Fleſh;, whether We are ina 
State of Grace, and of Salvation, 


or no, upon the Terms of the 
Goff bonne Ai d 

FR Thok Half: Chriſtians, who 

Live without frequent and ſerigus 

Reflexipns made upon their own 

Conduct, in relation to their ſu- Nur 

| ; ture 
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ure State of endleſs Happineſs or 


P Miſery, are unſaithſul to their 
. own Souls, as well as to their 


tit G6 0 p, and to their Redeemer ; 
Id, Nnd generally ( unleſs 'they are 
il. given over by GOD to à repro»: 
W. Ibate Mind, and ſtupid Brutifh-! 
6: neſs) chey live and die in that 
i fatal Security, of hoping well of 
ur their Condition, in a plain Con- 
0 tradiction to the Goſpel 2 
6, Canis, whüilſt they ſtill go on 
. Jin that broad Way, which leads: 
ad Millions to Deſtruction, and pe- 
o; Miſh for ever in the Greatneſs of 


their Folly: 2784 goil KH mins 
To deutig td the Glory 
00 D, as St. Paul exhorts, Aj 
x. 31. implies a general ſincere: 
Intention, to procure and to 
promote the Honour of G 
upon all Occaſſons: In: order 
whereto, wwe muſt} take Ren 
Care to have Gop always in 


ſo- Jour 2 when we — 
to 


| C6» 
to Him in Prayer, >Praiſcs;2 G 
We muſt accuſtom; our: ſelves} to 
have Him oſten in out: Minds, 

and to male due! Reflexions uped) 
our on Conduct, how we dis- 
the Duty we 22 

on :Accqunt; of bur Dependence 
— Him, and of the Bleſſings 
we receive from Him, and of the 
Right He hath to our Love and 
Obedience: We muſt uſe our 
Liberty in things indifferent, with 


a particular, Regard) tothe Edi: fo 
fication;; or at leaſtꝭ the not give cl 
ing Scandal to our Brother: And gi 
tis in Relation hereta, that St. o! 
Pant here gives this Precept. In WM ne 
ſhort; to do all things to the Glo- th 
ry of Gon, is to manifeſt, in the 
general Courſe of our Lives, that 1 


ve do love Him ahove alkthings; 
and that We make it ouraprinci- 
pab Aim and Buſineſs, to obey 
and ſerve Him; owning Him in 
our: open public Worſhip, and 
01 


Il 


h 


in all. Iatances, ,9f,our De for, 
our LoR D and Maſter; and, je 
ſetting; ſorward the Salvation. of 
our own, Souls, and of the Souls 
of all other Men, to the n 
„ee ae 5 | 
We can never carry. true ie | 
too far, nor do too much 2 
Go p, and in. Diſcharge ol the 
Duty we owe, to Him. And. * 
Picty being ſincere; and. d 75 
rooted in the Heart; and a 
founded. on, thecl hi 
eſt Reaſon, ſecures. us rom 
great Sin of Hypocriſy, on the 
one Hand 3, and fromithe;Weak-, 
dae, 0 ee 


Fact + 0 92 aten ri 3292 


St. 
In 
Ilo- 
the That St: Bal in thoſe Words, 
hat 
5 
nci- 


1 Ii. 15» JESUS HR NN cam 

into the, Had 4% ſavy Sinners, f 

whom Ia chief: did, in great 

e mihty, „het he . — 

in rente oh all, Sinners, deem, ;to, 

and very Baade ion 
10 F 


2 thor, neither to agree with the 
Scope of thoſe Words, nor with 
Truth, or Piety, or with good 


Senſe. 
He only ſays, that he was the 


 firh, or one of the firſt, among 


thoſe Sinners CHRIST came to 
fave; to which Pui he en · 
plains himſelf, Ver. 16. J obtained 
Mercy, that in me firſt (it is the 
ſame Word in the Original, which 
is render'd Chief, ver. 15.) J E. 
- $US CHRIST "night ſhew forth 
all Long<ſuffering, for 4 Pattern to 
them who ſhou hereafter believe on 
Fim to Life everlaſting. No ſin- 
cere Chriſtian therefore is hence 
warranted, much leſs obliged; to 
believe himſelf to be the 56 
of all Sinners; but he rather 
ought to thank Gop for the Grace 
He gives him, to ſerve and to 
pleaſe Him in Newneſs of Life/ 
When à Man onde makes 
himſelf a Slave to the falſe Opi- 
nions and irreligious Cuſtoms of 
oll worldly 


649 


e Wworldly and profane Men, there 
1 Wis no Wickedneſs which he may 
„ not ſoon fall into. When he thus 
e ſubmits his Judgment and Con- 
ccience to the vileſt, and moſt 
0 ignorant and ſtupid, becauſe the 
= moſt wicked Part of Mankind, 
4 Wand hath not Courage enough to 
e Ido his Duty, even in thoſe In- 
h ances which are moſt oppoſite 
to the Maxims and Practice of 
the great, the noble, and wiſe 
2 en of the World, he ſoon pro- 
» Wceeds with them to make Ship- 
. Wwrack of all Faith, and all good 
Conſcien ge. tt 
0 He who hath not Wiſdom and 
irmneſs enough to own himſelf 


a Diſciple of the Bleſſed Jes us, 
by his reſolved Obedience to all 
his Commands, in all Caſes, a- 
bandons not only his Religion, 
but his Reaſon too; ſince he ap- 
arently pays more Regard to 
the weakeſt and worſt of Men, 
C than 
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* an 
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| than to the wiſeſt and beſt of all | 


Beings; and he expoſes himſelf 
to that moſt dreadful of all Mife- 
ries, (vz.) to be denied before 
G 0 p, and his holy Angels, by 
that Saviour of the World, 


whom he is thus aſhamed to own. 


before Men, to be his Loxp 
and Maſter, PAR eien 
is the greateſt Aﬀront we 
can put upon our Lok pp, and 
his Grace, to fav, that his coming 
into the World, his Death, ts 
Goſpel, his Spirit, fave not Pow. 
er enough to ſanctiſy us, and to 
enahle us to do what He com- 
mands us. ; 

The chief and higheſt, or ſo- 
vereign Good, and the trueſt and 
#vcthaſting Pleafure, are to be 


uad only in Go p; and there · 
dre we ought to make Him the 
Object of our meſt ardent Love, 


a. el to love Hm above all ot 
things. 7 


Goo 


. 
cod made Man for Himſelf, 
Hand gave him Being, that he 
e. might be eternally. with Himſelf; 
* deffoning him the molt diyine 
? Employment of his own Eterni- 
cy, (that is) the Knowledge and 
Lope gt Hiunſer. EEE 

Union and Conformity to the 
Divine Will, and the accom- 


ve plithing it on all Occaſions, with 
nd WExactneſs and, Truth, is that 
ns Mw hich is moſt defirable in this 


Life. 


6 | 


W. The great My ſtery of Chriftia- 
t0Wnity, is the perfecting of the hu- 
m- 


mane Nature, by the Participa- 
ion of the Divine Nature. 

The Kingdom of Gop is the 
Empire of Divine Love: It is 
hat State of the Soul, whereby 
a Man loves Gop with all hy 
Heart, and with all his Sou 


Ve gpnd his Neighbour as himſelt 
het ir is the Rule of the Spirit of Gop 
Da the Soul of Man. "> 


C 2 


All 


16629 


All Speculation is vain, that 


tends not to the Practice of ſome 


Duty. | 
The higheſt Joy of the Soul 
of Man is, in keeping her ſelf in 
ſtrict Union with her Goo. 
Seraphick Love, is that Love 
of Go p, which is the Effect of 
an intenſe Contemplation of Him, 
(that is) of an habitual, attentive, 
and ſteady Application, or Con. 
verſion of the Spirit to Gop, and 
his divine PerfeCtions. | 
The Love of Man to Gon, is 
the Complacency of his Will in 
the whole Will of Goo. 
Goo inflames the Soul of 2 
contemplative Man with hi 
Love; ſo that by contemplating 
God, it loves Him; by loving 
Him, it enjoys Him; by enjoying 
Him, it reſts in Him; and in this 
perfect Reſt conſiſts that Ha ppi- 
neſs, which Man in this Liſe can 
attain unto. me 1 
a 


(54) 
Approbation of, and an. affeQi. 
onate Compliance with, the eter. 
nal Laws of Rigbteouſneſs, and 
ö Behaviour agreeable to the ef. 
e 


ntial and Immutable Differences 
of Good and Evil, 

There is no ſweeter Pleaſure 
than to converſe with G op; nor 
eater Profit, than to gain ln 
our. ) 

Religion is the Perſection & 
Mao, the Improvement and Ac- 
compliſhment of that Part of him, 

wherein he reſembles his Mae, 
*Fis' the Purſuance of his belt 


his Happineſs. Will he be no 
more happy than he is command- 
ed? Will he. do no more than 
what will juſt ſerve to ſecure him 
from a miſerable Eternity? Is 
not Happineſs deſirable for it ſelf? 
Are we afraid of Dem ing m too 
like Gop? A 3 0 ö 


f 4 


and laſt End, and conſequently] 


655 

As the Love of Go p is the 
Sum of our Duty, ſo 'tis the 
Height of our Pleaſure; and were 
we not (ſtrange unaccountable 
Creatures, it would be the Buſi- 
neſs of our Lives, and the End of 
all our Actions. tt 
When we have reſigned our 
Wills to God, ànd thereby in- 
truſted Him to will far us, all 
his Diſpoſals of, and his Diſpen- 
ſations towards us, are, in Effect, 
the Acts of our own Wills, with 
the Advantage of being directed 

and ſpecifie>t by Him. 
It is the Purity of the Soul, 
through Regeneration, that- en- 
ables her to behold the Beauty 

of Holineſs, and to. ſee Gods. 
There is no ſeeing Goo, but by 
deing purified and regenerated 
into his Image. 
Grace is the ſupernaturabh over». 
powering Operation ot Go 's 


irit. 
= C4 Who- 


(56). 


| Whoſoever has CHRIST for 


his Friend, ſhall be ſure of good 
Counſel; and whoſoever 1s his 


1... wk 
It is the worſt Husbandry 


own Friend, will be ſure to obey 


in 


the World, to be damned to fave 


Charges. | 
- Self Examination 


is the very 
Root and Ground-work of all 


true Repentance, and the neceſ- 


ſary Antecedent, if not alſo the 


direct Cauſe, under Go p, of a 


Sinner's Return to Gop. 


Religion is, in its Eſſence, an 


in war 


and ſpiritual Holineſs. 


Outward Actions are religious 
only, as they are either the 


Means and Inſtruments, or 
they are the Fruits and Effects 
Holineſs, 

Every 
Temple of the HoLy SpIRI 
the Child of the Living Go 


the Child of Light, the _— 


25 


of 


true Chriſtian is the 


T, 
D, 


, Rn 
of the Blood: of CHRIS, the, 


or L CHRIST, tlie 
od Delight of G op, and the Care 
Hs of Angels. * 


We can find no Reſt but in 
CHxk1sT, and in that Poyerty of 
Spirit, and that Purity of Heart,. 
of which He was Himſelf the great. 
Examale.3 E „ie 

As Goo is the Fountain of 


i all our Happineſs, ſo He muſt be 
he and the Centre of our Deſires. 


and , - oc. 

Wiſdom: is an habitual Skill, 
or Faculty of judging aright con- 
cerning Matters of Practice; and 
chuſing according to that right 
Judgment, and conforming the 
Actions to ſuch good Choice. 

Go p doth impart the Know- 
ledge. of Himſelf to Man, ac- 
cording to the Proportion of Puri- 
ty that is in every Man. 
Religion makes Go-p. our 
Friend, a Friend infinitely better 
ot GS - than: 


| (of) 
thati all Friends; and it renderetii 


q 


ompanion to himſelf. 

- Frequetit Converſe with Gop 
beperteth a Ne Acquain- 
tance with Hi | 

gard of Him, a hearty Liking to 


Him, a delightful Tafte of his 


good Will | 
we feldom come at Gon, we 
ſhalt little know Him, not much 
care for Him, ſcarce remember 
Him, be inſenſible of his Love, 
and regardleſs of his Favour; 


Goo 15 ſincere and folid 


2 Folineß, a Shineſs, 2 Diſtaſte, 


an Antipathy toward Him, will, 
by degrees, creep upon us. 
The ibn of af Good, 1s 
ae ewe Knowledge of Gov; for 
it is impoſſible to Tove Him with- 
out knowing Him; therefore ſuch 
Knowledge as we have of Him, 
fuch will our Love be to Him, 


— 4 * 
25 : Who- 


a Man a true Friend, and a good 
m, a mindful Re- 


toward Him; but if 


SS e wer 
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| Whoſcever deſires not to loue 
rhe divine Goodneſs' . loves 
Him not enough. 

When we fear uind G o By 
becauſe that He being our good 
Father, we owe Him Honour, 
Reſpett, and Obedience, then our 
Fear is filial. 

It is an excellent and tran- 
ſcendent Privilege of Mankind, 
to be created to en eternally an 
infinite Good, and to have ſome 
Participation of it during this Life. 

Religion is the chief, the prime 
of all moral Vertues, referring all 
the other Vertues to the Weder | 
of G IO Do 3 

Pride is the Restes of en old i 
_ which firſt lives, and laſt 

ies | 
Grace is chac divine Atſfiance, 
whereby we are diſpoſed, and 
inabled to keep G0 5 Com- 
mandments, and to 15 5 1 | 
and Chriſtian Lives. yh | 


_ Poverty. 


to know and to contemplate, to 


of Devotion, and Love to Go p, 


Etace is the moſt lovely thing 
in the World, next to Gop him- 
ſelf, as being the Image of Gop 
ſtamped upon the Soul; nay, it 


Th L Pre- 


ee 
The Lord IEsus CHRIS, 
who knew how to refuſe the 
Evil, and to chuſe the Good, choſe 
to live Life of Meanneſs and 


* 


To live, in a moral Senſe, is 


% 


love and to purſue that which is 
the true Good of Man, 

_ Chriſtian Liberty is a Subje- 
Qtion to Reaſon, enlightened by 


Revelation. 
True Perſection does not con- 
fiſt ſo much in a preſent Fervour 


as in an uniform and conſtant 
Adhering to Gop by a holy Life, 
WWe are careful to have every 
thing we poſſeſs, the beſt in its 
kind, except our own Souls. 


I only the Image and Re- 


( 61 ) 


preſentation, but it is the Influ- 
ence and Communication of Him- 
ſelf to us. T6 1 1x63 
There is nothing which we 
ought to beg of Gop with more 
Fervour, than the Grace to love 
Him; for it is to the Faithſul a 
Pledge that Go Þ loves them; 
it is the firſt Effect of Faith, the 
moſt expreſs Image of Gop, the 
moſt lively Mark of the Children 
of Goo; it is the Soul of other 
Virtues, the Rule of our Actions, 
and the Sum of the LaW-w. 
To live a Chriſtian Liſe, is to 
live like Go p; not to aim at 
leſs than to be perſect, as our 
Father which is in Heaven is per- 
ſect; it is to be elevated above 
Man's natural Condition, to pra- 
Qiſe a divine and a ſupernatural 
Life; to be guided by the Light 
of the divine Reaſon, and the 
Maxims of Faith, which con- 
ſound thoſe of the Wiſdom: 2 


have no other Deſign, 


the Worid, and yer that very 
few can endure to be long by 


Honour, Beauty, Wat, and the 


(62) 
the Fleſh ; Tis to live according 
to the Sentiments of JEsus 
CurisT, in very great Diſen- 
gagement from every thing but I to 


 GopDp. | m: 


The Idea of Perfeftion is a- 


greeable even to the moſt im- for 


perfect; it is the Practice of it ¶ ou 
only that diſpleaſes them. ral 
To live for, or to Go p, is to 
— other 

Will nor Intention, than to glo- 
rify Him in all that we do. 
It is very ſtrange, that all Men 
fhould love themſelves above all 


themſelves; and that their dear 
ſelves ſhould be ſo wearitome to 
themſelves, that they can ſcarce 
bear their own Converſation for 
an Hour together. 1 
The Abuſes of common out- 
ward Bleſſings, ſuch as Riches, 


like, 


2 


1 08 


n 


HOLT 


C 6p) 
ike, are more to be pitied, than 
the Want of them. 

Faith has ſo many Myſteries 
to contemplate, and Vertue ſo 
— Duties to practiſe, that we 

a ve no Pretence for Leiſure, 
ſor —— — ghts, —— make 
our Lives ſhorter, by t Ive, ar 
_ Lofs = To? po | 

If you love Jesus CHRIST 
be Rk that He loves you; bly: 
that He will not loſe the Sou! 
which He hath' redeemed” with 
his Blood, and enhvened * _ 
Grace, and his Spirit. 

GO p made us for his Gli 
that is, that we ſhould” know, 
love, ſerve, and Him. 

Poverty of Spirit is a State of 
the Mind, taken either in Opyo- 
fition to Govetouſneſs, or or to Fade 
and High- mindedgefss. 

The grand Deſign intended 1 
the Chriſtian Religion was, to 
reduce ttaying Man ko his true 

Good 


to the uttermoſt Degree of mo- 


is poſſihle, to make us Partakers 


Happmeſs in things more ignoble 


1:1 
; 

1 

+ 

: 

U 

Ly 
* 
= 
U 
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Good and Happineſs; to ſublt. 


NN a 
mate, refine, and ſpiritualize his v 
Nature; to looſe him from the | 
Cords of Vanity, and from his MW g 
faſt Adheſions to created Good; WM ne 
to diſengage and ſeparate him, g 
not only from the World about ro 


him, but even from one Part of 


- himſelf; to raiſe him from Earth MW a; 


to Heaven, not only by a local, N it 
but by a moral and mental Ele. ha 
vation. Wen ann 

The Deſign of the Chriſtian MW {4 
Diſpenſation being to perfect 
Holineſs; to advance the Intereſt 
of the Divine Life; to elevate us 


ral Perfection, which our Nature 
is here capable of; and, ſo far as 


of the divine Nature; it is incon- 
ſiſtent with the End of ſuch a 
Diſpenſation, to ſeek Reſt and 


aan our ſelves, aud to grow one, 
6009 „ 


„ ao 


nw wp*- 


r 
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ſt 
IS 
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"ES = 
as it were, with the dirty Planet 
upon which we live and tread. : 

'To be a Sinner, is a farther 
Remove from Goo; than to be 
nothing; ſince it is not only ne- 
gatively, but contrarily oppoſite 
to Him. tl | 

Sin is the greateſt Monſtroſity 
and Deformity in the World; 
it is the only thing which Go» 
hates. ne 

As Pride is the moſt uneaſy 
thing in the World, ſo it is with- 
al the moſt odieus ; tis uncafy 


to the Patient, and odious to the 


Obſerrer; and it is the Parent 


of many troubleſome and uneaſy 


Paſſions. But to be humble, is 


to be wiſe; to be ſerene, to be 
contented; to be thankful, to be 


pleaſant and chearful; to he calm 
and untroubled, to be diſpaſſio- 
nate and unconcernſ . 

Joy is the Reward of à good 


Conſcience, the Pjerogative Ku 
? 3 . 


4 
* 
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diabolical. 
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Innocence, and the peculiar Right 
of good Men; and they not on- 
ly may be joyful and cheerful, 
but are alſo commanded to be 


To. | 


The Man that does not pro- 
poſe to himſelf a good End, lives 


- backward; and the longer he 


lives, and the more active and 
buſy he is; the more he is lead 


out of the Way, and the further 


he is from his Journeys End. 

_  Unrighteous and raſh Judg: 
meat, or : Cenſgriouſneſs, argues 
that we are full of Envy, Pride, 
Malice, and Prejudice; that we 
love to dwell upon Sores and 
Deformities ; that we take a ſe- 
cret Pleaſure in the Follies and 
Infirmities of Mankind, and 
grieve at that whereat the An- 
gels rejoice; namely, the wiſe 
Behaviour and good Order of 
Men; all Which is inhumane and 


To 


8 7 * 
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S. + wp tt ae wo Þ 
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To walk with G op, and to 


keep a conſtant: Communication 


with Heaven, muſt needs be 


the ſweeteſt, as well as the no- 


bleſt and moſt worthy Entertaig- 


ment on this Side of t. 


There is no other Truth ne- 


ceſſary to be made the ObjeQ of 


humane Study, but only, that 
which ſerves d the moral Cons 
duct of Man, to the Necollection 
of his Mind, to the Government 
of his Paſſions, and to the Di- 
reckion of his Life and Mangers 


in ſuch a Way as may lead him 


to eternal Happin em. 

The more we contemplate 
Goo, the more we {hall love 
and deſire Him; and the more 


we deſire Him, the more our 


Thoughts will concenter on Him; 
and this will recollect and ſims» 
plify our Souls, and free us from 


off that Diſtraction of Mind, and 


that Diſperſion of | Thought, 
Which 


2 ů — 


— — —— — 
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| 
| 
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which is ſo great an Hindrance 
to us in the Offices of our De- 
e 
The Perfection of the Soul, is 
her Union with Go by an 
Union of Wills, and is no other 
than the Love of Go dp. 

All things were made ſor 
G o p, as well as by Him, and 
He is the chief End and Object 


of the Will, which was made 


only for Go p, and the Love of 
Him; and is then conſequently 
in her greateſt Perfection, when 


employid in the Love of Him 


that made her, and for whom 


Gos courts and importunes 


* 
7 


us that we would be happy, 
and that we would take ſuch a 
Courſe as will make us ſo; that 
we would live and act wiſely, 
and like rational Creatures, ac- 
cording to the Order of our 
Being, and the Perfection of 5 
$3-4:1> i 8 4- 
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* 


Nature; that we would fit and 


diſpoſe our ſelves for the Happi- 
neis He has provided for us; 


that we would bring our. ſelves 


within the Compaſs. of his Love 


and Mercy, and ſo demean our 
ſelves in our ſhort Time here, 
that He may reward us with a 
bleſſed Eternity. 


Religion is the Glory of our 
Natures, the End of our Beings, 


the nobleſt Object of our 


Thoughts, the greateſt Concern- 
ment of our Lives, and the bheſt 


Employment of our Tongues: 
And to talk of it, where there is 
a Proſpect of doing or receiving 
any Good thereby, is a Duty 


which every Man owes: to him- 


GO D. 1 

It is a Denial of Goo to place 
one's End in any Creature, whe- 
ther the Creature be one's ſelf, 
or any other Being. He that 
= makes 


ſelf, to his Neighbour, and to his 


( 70) | 
makes himfelf his End, that cen- 
ters and terminates in himſelf, 
that refers all things to himſelf, 
and meaſures all things by the 
Relation which they have to 
his own private perſonal Intereſt, 
is a Denier of Gop to purpoſe, 
and holds one of the firft Ranks 
of practical Atheiſm. And fo the 
Man that places his End in any 
of the Creatures without him, 
in ſenſible and temporal Objects, 
is a very groſs Denier of Gop 
as deifying and idolizing thoſe 
little empty things, upon which 
— thus reſts and repoſes Him- 
Of all the Methods of fmproye- 
ment that can be uſed, there is 


none ſo advantageous as Think- 


ing, either for our Intellectuals, 
or our Morals, to make us wiſer, 
or to make us better Men. 
The moral Union between 
God and the Soul, is an Union 


of 


ww — CG Ow'.s r te" s 
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of our Wills with Gop's Will, 
and is no other than the Love of 
Goo; and he that loves Goo 


moſt, is united to Him moſt, . 


This moral Union of rhe Soul 
with Go p, will never be com- 
pleated in this World, where, 
as we know but in part, fo we 
love but in part, and ſo are hi 
partially united to God. 
The Way to live much, is to 
begin to live' well betimes, and 
to purfue that Defign with great 
Vigour and Application. Folly 
and Vieh do much leffen, and 
take off from true Life. e, 
Con ſideration is half Conver- 
ſion, and a conſiderate Perſon 18 
not far, nor is hke to de long, 
from the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Holineſs is the Name, the Will, 
the Work, the Image, the Na- 
ture, and the Glory of G n. 

Prayers, Penances, . and the 
Mortifica tion of the Fleſh, _ 
ut 


(729 
but the Outſides of true Repen. 
tance; the Hatred of Sin, is the 
Eſſence and Spirit of it. 
When Man is united to Gop, 
he is at his Centre, and ſo it is 
natural for him to be in Tran. 
quillity. Without Reſt there is 
no true Happineſs, and without 
Go p there is no true Reſt for 
o 
Man, by his Degeneracy, is be- 
come a moſt diſordered and re- 
bellious Creature, conteſting with, 
and oppoſing his Maker; as He 
is the firſt Cauſe, by Self-depen- 
dence; as He is the chieſeſt Good, 
by Sel love; as He is the higheſt 
Lox p, by Self-will; and as He 
is the laſt End, by Self-ſeeking: 
But by Regeneration, the diſor- 
dered Soul is ſet right again; 
Sanctification being the Renova- 
tion of the Soul after the Image 
of Gop, in which Self-dependence 
is remov'd by Faith; Self-loy 


e; 
by 


Land 
by Love of Go p; Selſ. will, by 
Subjection and Obedience to the 
Will of Gop; and cls. 
by Self-denial./ {88 [146 

An early Preparation for Death; 
delivers us betimes from the 
Fears of Death, and 


uent- 
ly from moſt other Fears; and it 
ſupports us under all the 777 7 


bles and Calamities of this Li 
He lives moſt; who i —— 
the Grace of G o p to 4 — him- 
ſelf moſt fit for Heaven, and beft 
qualified ſor the greateſt Re- 
wards; who knows G05 moſt, 
and worſhips Him in the moſt 
perfect Manner; . who lives moſt 
— this World, in the Eter- 
ciſes of the moſt divine Vertues; 
who does moſt Service to Gon 
in the World, and improves all 
his Talents to che belt Advan- 
* who moſt adorns and per- 
fects his on ny brings: moſt 
obs 2D 4d 51-1 5.06 6 


(24) 
Glory to Gop, and does mo 
Good to Men. 
F lire a great 


If we 
While in this World, we muſt 


begin to — betimes; we muſt 
have a Care of all Interruptions 
and Intermiſſions of Life; - we 
mult live apace, that is, do all the 
Good we can. 

He who. reſalves to repent 
but does not reſalve to repent 
preſently, though he is ſure of no 
other Time but the preſent to 
_ in, does not ſincerely re- 

ve to repent; but only reſolves 
to delay his Repentance, and not 
to repent now, and 

may never do it till tis too late 
to do him any Gad. 5 
„Jinee Cunlsr came froin 


G o, and has put the holy Scrip- 
tyres into our Hands, which are 
the perſect Rule of Life and Man- 
0875, and hath * us wi 


and probably ai 


Heaven to declare the Will: of ore 


10 
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2 — 


Knowledge, it 
thing to Bo 


12 — 


as d 


[, as 22 to diſobey it. 


Wills, and of dur Affections to 
Him, and in our Imitation of 
Him; for — is only' a Spieir that 
can be dige 20 Spirit. yer 0 
The Bervib fete Meh iHdtk ing; 
but at the Pries I AHeir Sous 75 
Whoſoever ſeehis any thing to 
make init happy, but & 5, and 


ft 
at 
ft 
ſt 
ns 
ve 
he 
it, 
Nt 
no 
to 
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ot 


find nothing But Vanit Miferp, 
ind. —. SHU, 1 Ys 5 Ih 


"Ne J and in G * il und 
„de is the fame Hh Fabre. 
#Þ60d;,” and 
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ſheneſs to G 5 eonſiſts 
ky wo the Conformity of dur 
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little. In Good or Evil there i 
Ro Littleneſs; whatſoever is good, 
is great; and ee is evi 


is not little. © | 
The Death of the Soul, W 


is the: ken Evil, and may be 
2 Men generally littie 
3 or ate cat to avoid; but 


the Death of the —＋ Which is, 


or may be no Evil, and is inevi 


table, all Men ſtrive as long, Ind 
to eſcs 


as much ast pe. 
The greateſ and worſt ſont 
of Sacrilege is, to rob G o d 
his Honcur, by arrogating an 
Part: it to on own ſelves-. 
The chief Uſe of Speech, i 
the glorifying Go, and the be 
neſitting Men and this is $he 
true Standard þy whinh SA 
to weigh our Werds, and n 
End we e gi 
propound o Our „ Ante 
FPaſſive Valour 75 80 
2 9 eftinnd; 
9113! 2 ( | 


(7) 
all Affronts and Injuries, is 28 
much the Mark of a great Mind; 
as the active, and perhaps more; 
the latter being often owing to 
the animal, the other, to therm 
tional part ot Man. 

Selfer a Conforaſ 
ty to the dine Will is the moſt 
excellent, the ttueſt; ad the 
moſt acceptable 'Way of glorify- 
ing-G 0 0, and of doing Honour 
to Him. eee 30 Yao 

| Man's H appineſs chiefly con- 
ſiſts in his Seng transformed in- 
o_ divine Image and Likeneſs; 

n- partaking of the divine Na- 
rh in dia ving one Will with | 
God; and in being mne 
diencd o 518” 1 29e 
It coſts Men uſually much more 
to revenge 1 that to dear 
themb: 5, Sd nt e That 
If we would have the Hire of 
hoh Love kindled in our Breafts, 
we muſt dwell very much in the 
. Coñ- 


28 


be. 
the 
Are 
the 
and 
2 

able 
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Contemplation of the divine Ex. 
cellencies, and of the divine Be. 
neſits. nt 9913536 he 
It is ſor want of Thinking 
that moft Men are undone. 
Holy Love is a ſupernatural 
Quality, inſusd by Gos into the 
Soul of Man; it is the chief of 


the Theological Virtues, and G 
is Happineſs begun in this Lise w. 
and continued and ;peafetadvin tin 
the other.. dag lt s i - 
He only is tru perfect is 
r .defirable,- b hd b 
alone all things —.— are truly I chi 
good are contained ; and by en · ¶ ele 
joying of . good chin enf 


are poſſeſſed." th nk 60 
All Deſires that are nor- afl 
the higheſt and unchangeable 
Good, are alter that which is 
loweſt and changeable; and hom 
can Neſt be .exp6&ed--from that 
GET is in "ORE Motion? 


bun 


Long- 
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Longing Deſires of the Soul 
aſter & o bare good, and fervent 
Aſpirations are pleaſing to Him; 
but Tranquility of Mind, and a 
total Acquieſcence' of the Will in 
his good Pleafure, are 1 and 
more pleaſing to Him. 

The devour” Soul. defires to "7 
Goo'in what Manner, and 
when He pleaſes; but in the mean 
time it deſires to love Him more, 
and in all Nr to e 4 
lis Will. | | 

Then only is Man happy: i in 
this World, when his Mind is 
elevated by Faith, and his Will 
enflamed with Love to GO, 
then he is perfectly at Reſt and 
Peace in Gos. 

He alone is happy, whoſe De. 
fires are ſatisfied; and that is on- 
ly he, who truly loves Him that 
is alone infinitely amiable. 5 (I 3 

We thereſore are always ob- 
noxious to manifold Imperſecti. 

E D 4 ons, 
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ons, becauſe we never abandon 
our own Wills, that we may al. 
together act in Go p's Strength, 
and reſign our Wills to his Will. 
The Way of holy Love, is the 
Abnegation of our own Will, 
and perſect Conformity to the 
Divine Will, according to the 
Example of our Lord and Maſter 
CurisT, while He was upon 
the Earth; whoſe Meat and Drink 
it was to do the Will of his heaven- 
ly Father, even to his Lives End. 
The Exerciſe of Conformity 
to the divine Will, conſiſts in 
doing, ſpeaking, and thinking 
nothing, which we do not know 
is agreeable to the Will of Go p, 
and in executing what we do fo 
know, with Fidelity and Fervour, 
to the Glory of Goo. | 
Ia the Beginning of a Man's I 0! 
Converſion to the Love of Goo, © 
his Heart is affected with old con- 
trary evil Habits, which are Ob- 
20 | ſtacles 
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ſtacles to the pure Love of Go 
and thereſore hie then feels in 
himſelf z turbulent Commotion,. 
and a * 3 — 
th will ger Place to | 
185 to — it. elf; bur When 
the Fleſh-is ſubiected to che Spi- 
rit, no Contradiction is remam=- 
ing in the. Soul then Laue acts 
ſo quietly — y, that the: 
Soul it ſelf hardly perceives its 
Actings and — Nowey £0018 . 
In r there ate two 

rineipal > Vigor 
— Huttfiliation ;{ but the latter 
of theſe, is p referable to the fot» 
mer; for 76:4. — 2 | 
there. mayibe Deceit and | 


glory; but Fomiliadion-is with» 


out any. Ficion; and ſuch a Self: 
evacuation heſt qualifies the Soul 
tor the Reception of Go · (* 
Go is the Principle of: holy 
Lore p And our Love to Him, is 
but che Biel of his Love to us. 
ig. EY 1 


(82 )) 
- Fhe perſect 
works all other Loves out of the 
Soul; it loves nothing with Him, 
but all things in Him, and Him 
above all rhings; and all thing 
elſe ſor his Sake. 
All thoſe that undertake the 
Exerciſe of Chriſtian Vertues, 
without Holy Love, labbur long 
and hard, — r 
Progreſs In the Way of | 
ction; ——— 
fervently, in a ſhort Time feel 


their Im ions, ds ie we! 
conſumed in this holy Fire, 


all Vertues habitually conſumma- 
ted by this holy Love. Wꝓꝓ P. 
The End of Prayer, is Union 
witty Gon by Love; and the Bb 
feof it, is true Feſicit 7). 
The Way 0 pray without 
Diſtraction, and to contemplate 
with Delight, is to abſtract the 
Heart from the eager Deſire a 
every thing but Gop, and to 
vi 7 give 


Love of: GO 


FA A s Ke ene 


value our Love to Him, than afl 


($3) 

ive it wholl to Him, to be | 12 
op Hic. — Li 
ettin eterga 4 
W thi 5 and by — 2 | 
tating der, Nene mindin 
and often remembring f” earth- 
ty things, divine Les is extin- 
gui in the Heart, and the 
Love of the Wortd, is inkindled 
in it. £8338 984 

T hoſe that ſpeak vor of, and 
think often on firable things 
never attain to the Perfethon” 25 
Devotion; but he only obtains - 
perfect Union with Go p, who 
beeping his Tongue and” his 
Thoughts under Reftraint, with 
his A Aion, vigorouſly” inclines 
Ra : | 
We more ob * to 
CuxisT vt his Love, than for 
his Death; for that was Pow Cauſe 
and Motive that made Him u 
detgo this: And Gop does tn 


e 


only, which effectually -1nclines 


in ſo amiable and wonderful Har- 
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that we can do or ſuffer for 
Him; for all that we can do or 
ſuffer, is but the Sign and Effect 
of our Love to Him. 
It is not the reading of ſpiri- 
tual Books, to the End to be in- 
ſtructed in the Doctrine of Per- 
ſection; but it is the Practice 


the vagrant Will cf Man to holy 
Love. | 

Who can but be inflamed 
with a holy. Love to. Gop, that 
conſiders his incomprehenſible 


' Goodneſs in willing the World, 


eſpecially Mankind, out of no- 
thing into Being; his Omnipo- 
tency, in creating that which he 
did ſo will; his Providence, 
which is able to gevern. all Crea- 
tures, ſo as to effect his deſigned 
End; his Immenſity, which is 
. where; and his infinite 
Widdom, in diſpoling all, thing 


mony. - The 


(385 
The Purgative, the Illumina- 
tive, and the Unitive Liſe, are 
not three Ways really different, 
but only ſeveral Modifications oſ 
the ſame thing, ſeeing that they = 
are all truly radicated in Love; 
for true Love purges the Un- 
clean, inlightens the Blind, and 
unites the Separated, ft Bola 
Purgation, Inlumination, and 
Union, cannot be wanting in 
him that truly loves Gop; ſor he 
always has ſomething to be pu- 
rified, he always aſpires aſter 
more Knowledge, and her always 
deſires to be more united with 
Goo. ; vic nic SH bas - 
In each State, the ſeveral Ex- 
erciſes of the other State are in: 
cluded, In the Purgative: way, 
Light miniſters to Purgation; in 
the Illuminative way, Love and 
Purity aſſiſt to the getting of 
Light and Virtue; in the Unitive 


— 


way, Purity and Light promote 
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the higheſt Love. 

They are far from Perfection, 
who falſly ſuppoſe; that they have 
perfectly attained the purgative 
Life, and that they have quite 
gone through the Illuminative, I th 
and that they ought to be wholly Lo 
exerciſed i in the Unitive. is 
The Reaſon why fo few love all 
Goo: is, becauſe they have 'no MW Lo 
Mind to love Him, nay, they 
will not love Him ; for if they 
would love Him, what {ſhould 
hinder them? For Cop commands 
all to love Him that will not, 
and He helps thoſe that will; 
what-Excuſe then can they have 
that do not love Him ? © *- uy 
A truly pioùs and ſiticers Cd 
ſtian may know himſelf to be 
happy, and may be ſatisfied with 
the Aſfurance that he has, that 
he loves Gob, and that He i is be 
_ of him. 

Who 


en) 
Whoſoever is poſſeſſed of this 
holy Love of Con above all 
thin has therewith all Ver- 
tues, ſeeing all of thetn are root- 
ed in this Love. For What is 
Obedience, but Love fubjeQing 
the Will ? What is Hui „but 
Love humbling the Mind? What 
is Patience; but Love ſuſſerin 
all things? What-is Faith, 
Love un, and ' diſpoſing to 
Grace? What is Hape, hut Love 
in its P ad defiring to 
ſee its Beloved? What are aiÞ o- 
tber Virtues,” but Love" exertitig 
it ſelf into ſo nr r Is 
ſtances 7 ? 

If we a cos as well 
prete as We ougbt, 
would, and ſhould moftif/ our 
Senſes as to earthly things, and 
more contemplate heavenly thi 

All People are apt to extol 
d pleaſe 'rhemſelves' in theft 

5 2807 24, EP De ow 
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own Way of n G0, 
and in their own —.— Exer- 
ciſes; but he that ſerves Gop out 
of true Loyeto Him, ſerves Him 
1 La beſt, Way, whatſoever, the 
y and Exerciſes be. ant 
12 only lives to Go . 5 


—— is dead to himſelf by Hu- 
mility, and to *. Wor!l 
Contempt of it. 
col — Aer did truly. — Cod, a; 
ofeſs, they would not 

a. their own: Honour, nor de- 
ſire vain Applsuſe, nor hoaſt -of M ©; 
their own Excellencies as they do: 
bur they would honour, and Fouls 
and extol only Good. 

. 1 lar viſio the 
the. wa of. Man 4: — — 
ceaſe to run 7 han. — 
grow dr 

If Men-; koew how. feet, 
| how delightful, how fatisfaQtory 
Love of God is, "__ would 


ſee, 
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ſee, and deplore their own Mi- 
ſery, in not loving infinite Bedey, 
and infinite Goodneſs. 

Holy Love is not to be pur- 
chaſed at a cheap rate; it will 
coſt us all we have; it is inſati- 
able, and never 1 i has enough. 

The Object of holy Love is of 
infinite Worth and therefore all 
that we can give for it, is far leſs 
than it deſerves; and the obtain- 
ing of it, will recompence infi- 
4 beyond all we can 1 8 
Or NK. . 

When we bv loved Gopas 
much as we can, we fall ſhort of 
Go p's Love to us; "or" he loves 
us yet much more. 

He that gives all 10 Gov; and 
reſerves nothing to himſelf, gives 
nothing to Gov, and faves all 
to himſelf, and ha for ever. 

If any thing could 
grieve Go o, nothing would do 
it ſo much as want of Love in 
Man; 


— — ——— —— AO — 
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Man; for He loving Man ſo ar 
much, as earneſtly to deſire to a1 
communicate Himſelf to them, 
nothing can be more unreaſon- co 
able, nor more con to his P. 
Mind, and gracious Deſign, than ar 
that Men ſhould not have o bi 
much Love for Him, and for be 
themſelves, as to be willing to 
receive ſuch infinite 0 fir 
and enclearing ien of 
Fenn 
GOD inumigates all Meninh 
a ſufficient. Knowledge of Him- 
ſelf, to oblige' them to love Him; 
but they will not open. their 
Y Ey es, to ſee how amiable He is 
Ai Men are made and com- 
manded to love Gop; but al 
Men are not inflamed with > bu 
Love of Him; becauſe they are de 
ſeduced. by their Paſſions, aol by 
carnal Affections, to love vile and Lo 
ſenſual Objects, better than the 
rand and tranſcendent Ge, eſt 
| andi 


and the Author of their Beings, 
and of all Good to them. 
To die to our ſelves, to our 
corrupt Senſes, te our unbridled 
Paſſions, to this deceitſul World, 
are things ſoon and eafily- ſaid, 
but long and hard to * 
but are 30, Truch done only by 
thoſe; WhO have a great And * 
ſinoere Love ſor en gig 
They truly love Go »z who 
make aeg Actions ſubſer vient 
to Him, and have no Will bar 
His. l Tf Fe 414 
Holy Love enobles and per- 
ſets good, Works, Which, as to 
the Matter of them, are hut mean 
and; of: ligtle; Value; and ub ae 
and glariqus: Works 1 
but contemptible, if — — 
dertaken and perſormed upon a- 
dy other, Principle, : but this our 
* jr 1d miH ni 
elt Love of the chief- 
0 is P * the inordinate 
Love 
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Love of che Creature is War and 
Diſſention. 3 03: D600 Het b 
It is not to de wondredi at, 
that G0 D does nor redtreckably 
puniſh in this World thoſe that 
do not love Him; for not to love 
Him, is Miſery more than enough. 
an, eaſily, woech a l cer. 
tainty, ſweetly, and ſuper: 
naturally preſent — bim chat 
loves Him 


* Nothing but W 0 extinguiſhes 3 
Go 's Love to us, nor wil un 
Him abſent from us. of 


He loves G0 p rightly, A pa 
Joes; 606. bend his Mind: from Ge 
the'Creator to'the'Creaturs: 01) I 21 

He has attained to the cop of 
holy Lose, and loves Goh per. l. 
fey, who, lifted up above all ne 
created chings, contemplates Gon me 
by naked Faith; and is delighted 
in Him by pure Love. re 
All Love is tragsſorming the 


Love of Gop to Man, transform. thi 
7 1 | ed - 


Ss e r 


= 


7 2, 


W__ 
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ed Him into the Likeneſs of Man; 
and the Love of Man to Go 
transforms. Men into che 
of Goo. 

There are three. Ways —— 
by we may come to Goo; 
namely, Mortification, Contem- 
plation, and divine Love; but 
the way of holy Love is the beſt, 
ſor that only: us 1050 
the Likeneſs of Nr 2 | 

A Soul: cannot) be faid-ro-be 
united to Gop, but by the Habits 
of all Acts of Love; but princi- 

pally. by doing all things ſor 
3 by always, with 
all its Might, aſpiring tio Him. 

He that loves GD perſettly, 
loves Him got only for his Ggod- 
nels — ns = he 4 

125 D loves m 
elf eat . 18, for hir 
erke Anne 2 
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| State, ſeeing our good Gov'youch: 
ſaſes us this Privilege, upon which 
| and wherein conſiſts oui 
— Repoſe, and our evernty 
Conſolation.” | © © ciſe 
| We muſt live by Feirky while 
we are in this World, as 
Him who is Inviſible; undi in this 
Life of Faith, there i is Commu. 
nion with G0 D, and Wr 
munion of Saints.” 9 Si. 
There is Communion with 
G'OD, vhich conſiſts in the Ad. 
dreſſes Which GO D makes unto 
us by his Word, and in the Ad. 
dreſſes which we make unto:Goy 
by our reh . hy ens 
He kc deli GO, 
lights in this — with 
| & 0» 5" und hel that — 
this Communion witk G 
lghes in Cop“ 19] 4 241 die? 
In every Exerciſe of this Cott 


2 he appears to 


us as moſt «nd moſt Gd. 
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ious: And nothi ean be more 
ſo, than eee * - 
Goodneſs, e greatel 
perſection of ee and exer- 
ciſed by the greateſt PerſeHtion of 
Power. © e e 
According to the Meaſyre and 
Proportion of true Goodpeff in us, 
directed by the beſt of our Un- 
derſtandings, and exerciſed : - 
ing to the utmeſt of dur Ab##hy7 
ſo is our Reſemblatce of Goo, 
and our Delight in Him. 

In every part of Gov's Grea? 
tion, there are aſtoniſhing: Leet 
feſtations of his Miſdam, and g 
cious Communicatſons of his Ta- 
vour; and as 'e continealy e yl 
joy Go» "theſe, ſo we are 
obliged carefully to obſerve, and 
gratefully to acknowledge it. 

There is a ſecondary Commis 
nion with Go p, in the Com- 
munion of —— and as theſe 


ire W Images of _ 


6 
— 
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ſo they 1 delight in them, 
delight in Gop: But none cn 
unſeignedly and greatly delight 
in theſe, who are not of the 
Number of them; ſince none but 
like can delight i in . and love 
like. 

By this therefore we know we 
are the Children of Go p; be- 
cauſe we delight in the Childre 
of Go p, as ſuch. -- 

The Kingdom of Go: o in Hier 
ven, is like the Kingdom of G 09 
on Earth; and the Happineſs: of 
Mien, is of the ſame. Nature a 
their Religion. W l 0 

In boch there is the Conttrapls 
tion of - Gov, according to the 
Manifeſtations of his Glory; and 
the Imitation of Go b, according 
to the Manifeſtation of his Hole 


Z 4 N 


"The - Manik anions of che C Glory | 


F and the Goodneſs. of God, att 


divers, as to Kind, and as: * 
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'The Ahe ay mln 


of 1 
bs, wy 2 liar ublime, 
a e ts, pls muck 
more fo 0 e ſhall bem wenn 
U Rey More. 
le: "I 1 ta Angels z meet 
be 5 xha v Society, a | bappy 4 
th 1Ey e 728112 11200 
A (nooner . towards 
Perſe, Iſo, 5 
and progreſſi 255 o if. ve 
ture that is — of 5 7 
becomes wiſer, by more Stud 
and Obſervation; andi ev. Cre 
ture which is capat ef Hol 
bocomes. Detier | 
by the Practice, and Perſeverans 
in Holinek., _ 
2 reaſonable; Creature - canna 
but apprehend, 
the Author. ing to it, lf, 0 
it "Opt. d not 7 ＋ . ftudy 
the pleaſing. and ferving of it elk 
but 5 my n 1 ave —_ 


15 
207 


08 
that it can na mare ;perſetir ſelf 
unto: Bleſſed neſs, than it could 
create it ſelf; and miſt thereſort 
reſpect its Creator, 48 tlie yore 
reign Authority 1t is to obey 
ſovereign ne by . for 
to attend the Ne velation ,bf 1 
Will concerning both theſe; 511 
Goſpel· Righteouſneſs is a pen 
tent Return to GO by Tait 
and uniform! Obedience; as to tie 
fupream Ws Ge the ſove- 
reign Good. Wh 761 ON wW 
The Soul: lean 8 attain the 
— — — 'G 05; —_— | 
pre reto by 4 ag tad . 
— Liens 7p he Work 
of Grace is Glory b ve L 7: 
Union with G of, heſide Re. 
lation, im ports alſd Preſtnbe, not 
tee! local, (or iſo nt 
— 2, GO n 
80 bat moral and cordial,” 


"= 8 > Þ-5 = 
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Reaſon, and the Light of [the 
Goſpel, cleaves to God as to itz 
ſupreme Good and only Happi- 
— and He with Love embra- no 
ceth it. 10 07 el laſ 
Moſt of our: düln eh to: betas th 
puted, not to meer Ignorance of 

our Duty; but to a dee In- 
advertency, that We not 
our Spirits in a watchful, confi 
dering poſture, at all Times. 
-- How! deplorable: is their Cafs, 
who have no other Hope left 
them, but that the GOD of 
Truth will prove falſe, and over 
turn the Nature of chings, to fa 
them in their Sins 
Tis amazing that the higheſt 
Excellency, the moſt perſect Beau- 
2 and Lovelineſs; nay, Love it 
— mould 1 latttaſt a reaſonable 
ſpiritual Being, ifſued from thence, 
How whoatural- is it ſo to-'diſaf 
fe& ones own, ag hoy 
n bob [3951 


go fo A 7 


* F 
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A Reſpect to Gop ſpeciſies e- 
very Vertue and Duty. Pe What: 
erer is loved and ſerved; and 
not in Him and for Him, (as our 
laſt End) becomes an Idol, and 


ny and be to, 9 
Bleſſedneſs and the Parent 0 all 


Vertues. )-1591%4 Winge itt 21 
A thorough prevailing Ch 
from Sin to Goſ pol goons 
determines a Man's Soul tg 
God; ſo that the Love tp 
becomes the. governing 5 
of his Life, and the Real on an 
Meaſure. of his Actions. He in 
whom the Love of Gop hath 
not ſuch Power and Rule, what 
ever his fainter” Inclination may: 


be, is an ungodly Man. 6 vited 
VE 3 Ga” 
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An holy Soul's ſupreme Defire 
is, to ſee and to partake of the di 
vine Glory; to behofd'the Fact 
of Gop, - till his Likeneſs he tran. 
ſuſed chrough all its Powers; and 
his entire Image” Pen ſortned 
in it. 10 1 0 IE! ng 

Tete Kabwledge of Go di 
y tends to Holineſs, and that 
10 Contentation. Doth he know 
80, n admires not fo ' gle. 

7 u 

not see 1 ren bon nog 
it his only great 2 to 


ſe and ferve Him; that ac- 
—— Him not a ſuffieiemt 
full, al- comprehend. 
my Goes! chat ſees not Reaſon 

truſt Him? Hath ' he feen 
8b, that loves Him not, and 
delights not in his Love; that 
quirs not all ſor Him? revolt 
Is it righitebus or wie; nay, 
is it not Height dt of Sin and 
5 Folly, to 01. uy Author of thy 
1 Being; 


Krenn eee Knee 


Being; 


Da 
W e Khan 


is G 5 
thy ſelf f ahh "tg orſhij 
the Creature 92809 than the Cre- 


ator; to harden thy Heart againſt 
his Fear and Love 7 to 9 his 


Authority; 6 u 5 
0 18 


— 15 1 5 os os Ek, 


Ace nth Goodnes; 
impoſe upon his Patience; to 15 
ny the Lord that. boupht ee; 
to ne in à conſtant Con neradis : 
ion to ene very. Deſign of his 


2 5 to San his Blood, a 
deſpile bis HA abi vows a 


then f Ok 
TOP: there's ug 
after; Wide e 


Him now, none hereafter. 


Th 2 1 
ad eat tht bs 
will think Hye. 


deplorable; ak P60: at f 0 
E 4 Chri- 
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Chriſtianity gets. a. Man no. 
thing, if (MY ee debe Iſs 
e pretends to that o 
Conſtant Sale Aae e 
ry thereto. 

Nothing ſo Hh 2 the Gol. 
pel, as,a Propenſion of Heart, to 
wards G o p, an carnelt,Defireof 
pleaſiug and enjoying Hub, and 
of being like to Him. This 
the Deſign of the Goſpel.. - 

A faint, {ght,over-maſter'dln 
clination, will not ſerve. the turn: 

*Tis 2 ſteady, prevalent, victon 
ous Direction of the Heart toward: 
G © p, and future Glory, in Com. 
pariſon whereof thou deſpiſeſt all 

temporal things, that muſt be th 

(evidential) Ground of Hope to 


yy it. 

o have Go always i in View 

as the Director and End af} all 

dur Actions; to be reichung 

Leive all Intimations of his WY, 
| an 


Cy) _ 
and as readily to comply witls. 
them, is an Angelical Life, -. _ 

Bleſſedneſs is connatural to that 
Soul that is filled with the Fruits 
of the Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace 
&c. Tis a Paradiſe, à Garden of 
GoD, where He walks. : The: 
Soul that lacketh theſe, is a 1 
art, an Hahitation for Devi 1 
Infidelity, Hatred, and Conpraiph> 
of God, Pride, and Hypocrily,, 
Envy, Wrath, Avarice, dwell 
therein.. | Sit, IE Wee Hue 
Be conſtantly intent upon. ſpi- 
ritual Growth, mind it as a De- 
ſign, make it your great daily 
Buſineſs: We too contentedly 
con fine our ſelves within certain 
Limits, and aim not at- ſpiritual: 
Excellency... + 1 2 8 

A contented ſatisſyꝰd Spirit: re- 
ſults from a growing Knowladge - 
of Go p, and-Conformity to Him. 
Be diſtinct and explicit . i pro- 
poling this Content as- an End. 

a. E 5 FO © + * 'Thisz 
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This is 4 'real Acknowleugtment ſu 
of Co Þ, as our Gon, our high- do 


eſt ſovereign Good. 
ge 


08G 185 wm carne 
Efertia! ib, , proceets from 
Unbeticf of it; where 
the Lie to the Eternal i 

It argues a low, fordid Spar 
not to aim at 97 8 Perfection 


we ate Fix eb of; we comply 
with the 890 5 of the 


World, again 5 own Souls, 

whilſt we remain without an * 

dent Defire of Heaven. 

© *Tis" very tinnarurdl to 

4 Good fared in thy Tal il 
as beſt in it felf, and beft for 

Ay with unpr ortiohabſe, cold 

and F Nethiful Be _ 

Be . reſtleſs till thou find thy 

ſelf uticapable of being fati 

with any thing but divine Li 

neſs, met Love'of Gp. 

i, Who that” undetftands wha Ex 

Name Gop imports, 1 an 

* by 


ue at a rem 
do, t mes 12 5 os. of hi 
ry; And MT preſent St 


g Þy 858 „An 

x 1 IS e and D 

ve bine . ans" | 
be, = 11 To 


» > 


Signs, 
in, and 1 
8 nr Don, 9 — De. 
light in. G 4 the 

we havei Wy K e on 
2 Chil ian, os * indiſpenſable. 
Duty. We may not extinguiſh, 

or fruſtrate ſo conſiderable: a, Prin- 


ciple of the rar Een Tis 
Conſtit moon oh 
nefs an Wiggle bott 25 
his own, and to invite in Strah- 
gers to him. 3 

A ſeriohs, rational, fea nable 
Exerciſe 9 Del elight an 9% is 
an integral Part in t ge 

| 0 
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tos 
of 1 The 1 1 7 
ſions of our future Bleſſedneſs, 55 


more Fan Matter of 
Wich tha 40 eſent. State 
i without Relation 


whereto, we have no 58 of 


"Our Kiow) Iedes hs 

now] 95, and 
our Confarmit 705 Wit * both 
our Duty and our B ec 
dur Ignorance of H Hin, and our 


Sin and our to Him, are both our 
in our Miſery, 
Geige Goß ig che End of 
our. Beings; WE. TEE, Jive 
here to no purpoſe. 

Tis the Glory of a Chrriſtlan, to 
live. ſo much aboye the . World 
that n 1 0 in it may male him 


Mer ht! of F Life,. or, weary of 


"A meer Deſire of being with 
Gop,. and of attaining that Per. 
feQion ; and Bleſſedneſs, which 
He bath gige us in the Fs 


=” EC a. 


. o 409 1 
fuit an pectation of, is 
only Warrantable Inducement for 
us to 1 8 5 0 die. The deſirable 
Temper ks 2,4 
Submiſſion 11 11 7 divine VI 
with a preponderating Inglination 
on our Part, towards our eternal 
15 7 if Go g ſee goo 
If our. Love, to G.o pb 

fupceme,” *tis none at + or no! 
ſuch as can denominate u Lovers 
of Him. We love Earth better, 
while we care not to come. 6 
Gon. Where is our Loy 
bedience, Joy, and Praiſe ?. 
bleſſed Hour of Death 0014 k 5 
expected, not with Patience only, 
but with raviſhing oy. 

. They have nothu of the true 
Light and Impreſs of. the Goſpel 
now, nor are they 5 5 like to 
attain to the Viſion of the bleſſed 
Face of Go p, and the Impreſs 
of his. Likeneſs hereafter, that 
ay. it not t above all things, 155 


(5 0 


are not willi 10 9 ir an thi 1 
elſe for it. ng n ag 
Get the lovel Image of 2 of ſata x 
ry into thy Mid, 5550 5 1 
eee Hi yes, make it Ame , 
hs th 12 and” ſe That 1 


She „ chat . ove? 


785 5 m. 

ooh Hat 1 1 Bit lt M 
They who are ſu ciently 2 
EEE the worthy Wn 32.0 a ra 
portant Ends they ps 15 
eee 
ed for, 95 2 ſer Uk ra 


noble Dil 0 of living beneath it 
themſelves, (below the Dignity 
pf their arure and the BY Gar 
their Creator. n 

. Chriſtian Religion "hath "the 
Beg inning of the divin Life, for 
0 Fach fe ; and the Perfection 
8 Perperuation there, 

for its Scope and End. 5 D 
e 


% 
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gies in Subordination to his 


things only on this ſide eGrave, 


ITY 


made us principally for Himielg 


and Bu 5 to be compaſt in 
he future State. 
; of 4 85 


Man being capable 
for an End, (and uncapable 
acting otherwiſe as a Man) is 


to intend and _ purſue 


the proper End for which & © f 


made him. 
Man's . Ca city of 2 future 
State, and the whole Scope and 


in of the Go ſpel of CHRIS, 
ons enſahly 175 es him to in 
wr "ng" ſerk "after, endleſs 
Happineks, as his lat End); ſince 
it is ißelsdle that 4 Man : 
ſhould know, that there is nt 
ſuch State, and more thin hiph- 
ly probable, ' or. rather moſt Sexe 
99 from Revdlation, that there 


hlt we. terminate jou 
Thoughts and Deſigns * 


and 


— 


Cm. 


and employ. our Cares and Ende. fea 
yours about even the moſt deſpi. MW the 
cable of them, we live not ta 
our Diſhonour only, but to the ane 
Reproach of aur Maker, as it W wh 


He made us for no more worthy nin 
Ends. „ 
Our whole Life muſt be ſuch ate 
as becomes the Expectation of a Wl a | 
future bleſſed State. Set your M 
Faces as Perſons, deſigning fos a- MW cip: 
nother and better World. 

Tis not juſt or ingenuous, in 
ſmaller and diſputable Matters, 
to make our own Apprehenſions 
a Meaſure and Standard to o- 
thers. They are apteſt to do fo, 
who have leaſt ſtudied the Mat- 
ter, and haye nothing but their 
ignorant Confidence to entitle 
them to the Dictator's Chair. 
Senſualiſts have abandoned the 
common Hope of all good Men; 
and. that they may have thei 
Lot with Beaſts in this bad 


— 
* 


A's w 7 aw = 


: 
, 
1 
6 
r 


r eee T9 


6113) 
fear not to have it with Devils 4 
the other. , 18 0 WIE 7 
Jo make caring bor the Body, 
and this preſent —— Liſe, our 
whole Buſineſs, is a baſe unman- 
ning of our ſelves, as if areaſon- 
able and immortal Spirit were cre- 
ated only to tend wann 
a brute Beaſt. 


* 
* 


We ſhould. make it our prin- 


cipal Care and Buſineſs to intend, 
to mind, and improve our Spirits, 
to adorn and cultivate our inware 
Man, To negle& our Spirits is 
as vile a Slur as we can put 
our ſelves, and upon our may 
Profeſſion... We ſhould. ſtu 
what will beſt qualify our 
for the State we are going into. 
An earthly Mind, Love of this 
World, and — from Gop; 
Pride, Diſdain, Wrath, Envy, 
lee ee e our ſel ves, 
tneſs to ſeek our -own- 


—. e of others, Go 


Tay) - 5 
us unprepared to a aal ke Comp: the 
Divine Preſence, : 
ape Devils and ap 

To have now —— Converſy 
tion with Gos, wilo is the'onl 
full and permanent Good, beſt 
agrees with che Expectation of 
State good and happy. 

An ill Man- 8 SouÞs! habitual 
Averfativn' to Gp, would not 
allow it to be happy in him. 
Can we be in Him whom 
we do not love, or 10% Hin 
hom we wiff not know, or be 
acquainted with Him? 3 — an 

affrontt the very R 
of 'hings;cand the nagel e 
—— of bf if Sb Cab 
we hope or What we deſire not, 
or are” in en E 
to 
We ſhootd Jive 42800 40 a hi 
fob leaſant Expectation of ſo 


great things after” Po, 10 we 


orf appre- 


hend. 


cannot now | 


— 


ßend. This only can, upon the 
beſt Terms, —— us to — 


Grave, that our greateſt Ho 
— * and are not 
„but accompliſhed by 
— 1 *I fog: { 
Heaven conſi pt ineipa 
in perfect Holineſs, and . 
nion with GOD, yon cannot 
judge of your "own Right to it 
by a ſurer and plainer Rule, than 
that eternal Bleſſedneſs ſtall be 
theirs, whoſe Hearts are t 
bent and directed to it, and pd 
ried from Senſuality, Pride; and 
Hypocriſy, by the Faith and 
Grace of the Goſp e.. v7 
Power to do Good is a daf 
gerous Ability, unleſs We uſe it 
Let thy ſolitary ts be 
profitable. View the Rvidences 
of thy Salvation, the Stute of thy 
Soul, the coming = Troctnsy 


n 


— 


Its. 
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thy on Mortality; it will make 
thee humble and watchſul. 
That due Regard which awe 
ought to have to the Wiſdom' and 
Providence of G o d, and that juſt 
Eſtimate we ſhould always make 
of eternal good things, will beſt 
maintain the Tranquillity of ou 
Minds in fad Accidents. - A 
nerous and noble Idea of 605 
in our Souls, and a Senſe of tbe 
Intereſt we have in Him, through 
the Mediation of our Bleſſed Re. 
deemer, will, above all other 
Conſiderations, preſerve our Quiet. 
Fe is a wiſe and happy Mas, 
who is careful to avoid every idle 
| Word; who never ſpends an idk 
Day; who doth moſt conſeienti- 
ouſly affect the Labours of his 
Profeſſion; and at the ſame time 
deſpiſes the Gain of it, in Com- 
pariſon with the Good he hopes 
ta do therein. 


With 


(17) 
Without a magnanimous;Cog- 
tempt of all worldly: things, _ 
„Man can be truly great. | 
The primary Intention of al 
iche divine Law, is to regulate 
the inward Thoughts, and habi · 
tual Inclinations of the Soul, and 
to bring them into Subjection, 
and e to the. Will: of 
Goo. 37132 
No Precept more dee t0 
the Quiet of our own Minds, 
the Peace of the World, and to 
the true n Perſection 
of our Nature, than this of vine 
dur Enemies. 
Men, if truly humble, would 
turn the Edge of their Cenſute 
pon themſelves. No Man but 
may find bhimſelf guilty of more 
Faults than he can reaſonablyx 
ſpect his Neighbour: of.- - 211102 
Zealous declaiming againſt 
he ſuppoſed Faults of othet 
en, argues an  unreaſouable 


(mas) 
Degree of Self- conceit, and 
2 overlooking thoſe Inper 
ections and Follies, which m 
be found at Home. 
Did Men ſeriouſly conſider, 
SEE 
upon the wiſe 
nagement of — Days here; 
that the beſt are unpromabie 
Servants; they would ſearch mon 
into their own Souls, ratlier than 
find Leiſure to pry into, and cow 
demn the Miſcarriages of others 
A Man ſhould purſue his owt 
Advancement for no- other Rnd, 
— that he ma 3 
apacity to do Gbod in 
| ers Ot 10 t Import 
tance, — of - Mens 


a natbr Obligation) have u 
natural Efficacy upon the / Mind, 
to clear its diſderning Faculties; 
ind _ itietpable vof «diving 
Knowledgej? viz: Simplcivp | 
Mind without PrejudicePuricy! 
of Heart and; Aﬀecttions; Humi- 
lity, Caltnneſs at : Temper; and 
Brayeriio ni nf) Sw hoc 18 
Jo. Purity of Heart may. be 
reduced, a geierom Contmpt of 
the World, a Freedom from all 
Ambition and Covetouſneſs, the 
[wo 
Hereſy; for he who hath” iſer 
his Heart upon the Riches, or the 
Pomps of the World, is not in 
any Capacity of rei ving or un- 
derſtanding the: Goſpel, - 1112 

Whatever :(niatenal): Vertue 
proceeds not from a Priviciple of 
Obedience, or Love to G OD, A 
no Part of the Allegiance we oe. 


. % Him, mor will 3 
boi Him. 


wes of Inſidelity and 


6h 

Me cannot love Gop with 
our Heart, Soul, Mind, Strengib 
while'we cheriſh in our Boſom 
_ inordinate Deſire, Luſt; or 
affion, which claims an Intereſt 
in our Aﬀettions,''a Share in out 
Services, man 4b 
A negative Holineſs will not 
ſerve the turn: We muſt alſo do 
what Good we can in our Stati 
ens. He that is-ſtripped, chath 
the whole Race: ſtil before" him 
An univerſal impartial Obedi 
ence to the Will of Go p, as 'far 
as tis already known to us, and 
a ſincere Reſolution to obey Him 
in all farther | Revelations of his 
Will, entitles us to à peculiar 
Promiſe of Gop's Aſſiſtance, to 
guide us into all neceſſary Truth. 
Go D dwelling with good 
Men, Jom xiv. 23. making i 
Abode with them, cannot be uti- | 
derſtood in any other Senſe; than of the 
hat there is 2 very near Inter- A! 
9 * „ courſe 


Cn 1220 


courſe-betwetn Go band go 
Men; that Gio 'Þ is always ready 
to aſſiſt and ſuccour them,-in" 
what ſoever en cal _— Him 
ſor. 4 1934: 14 ICE 1374) 
© When we are obe nt Liberty. 
from: the World, and have wean. 
ed our. Affections from 'things' 
below; and ſet them on 4 better 
and more enduring Subſtance, 
we ſhall, joyfully. go on, thou 1 
we meet With Dangers and 
conveniencies, and every Day“ 4 

Task will nene and eren 


ſant. i gt bio 

The Joing the Will of Goo ry 
much more qur Buſineſs, than a- 
ny. other Employment whatſoe. 
ver, and ought tobe! conſtant! 


and V purſied:: - 45 311 f 
T prin e ry 


great, no Afflictlon 3 
but by a lively Faith, a — 
of the; Joy. ſet bedr us, and We 
Aſſiſtance — * 
gu Oo | 


N 


— — 


N tisfackion. IH - 234 1 91 


be * "ita and 
Comfort ; ww with Jer and $ 


The Bad iS ths Suffering} 
our 88 which was 
the Deſigns of Goo due 
"TE to us. that could de 
_ undertaken, ought 10 engage un 
wy ſuitable Return of Obedience 
Lane to Him, though we 
were to die for E fake, as "Ho 
did) far ours. e 3 dIEL 
{Inc order to awaken: our Dik- 
gente in the Buſmeſs of our dil. 
vation, we ſhould have the Jui 
ment of the laſt Day always pre- 
ſent ta qur Minds: A ſerious 
—— that —— 
certainly, if ang th 
2 Check ee 1258 


9 an 2G wit 
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Att againſt Thinking; 


te Infectious of 
Tee e * 
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foals tug 
ths two *Strong-hofds? df "Sm, 
The firſt no garde expreks 
. to ib then the Vindd, Ri 
Skt, and ſence düt 

Se | 2113 6991, a 09 nn 
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Wen Pea 105 ceabſene 

| TY a, Fruit oF he 'S; Spirit, Gal. 5. 
alſo a ſubſtantial Fart leg >brift: 
anity; and 1 18 
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(iy) 
cumſtances Men contend” -for : 
And — — —4 
of Mens pirit (Gov, 
than Zeal for any: external Mode 
of Worſhip, or nn, in 
the Church. A 4539 £4 fie 

Humility is a lonely: Habit of 


Miad, by which Men are ineli- 


ned to uadervalue, rather than 
to ovVervalu themſelves, anf al- 
way to demea themſelves à0- 
— to that eſtimate: Hflerm- 

better than : 
ue the 


Chiſtan f war? erate yan 
nanimity, Courage, and Great- 
neſs of Spirit. is truly humble 
Chriſtian: is not affected With 
thoſe little and low things, with 
which a proud Man is, vic. enter 
with Flattery, or Negiect He is 
not moved but with thihgs of 
much greater Concernment. 97s 

3 all A "radical Wirrue, 


F 4 
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Meekneſs, Patience, Peaceabletiek 
Forgiveneſs of Injuries, Self. den 
Submiſſion; and entire Refigns. 
tion to the Will of Go», Cob. 
tentation in all Conditions, THanł 
fulneſs for all the Mercies of G 05 
as much above our Deſert. 
Our Lord propounded his own 
Example to his Diſciples, moſt ex 
preſly in Humility and in Charity, 
Matthi xi. 29. and John Xi. 34 
one em pties the Soul of Self ch 
.ceit, and the other of falſe inordi 
nate Self. love; which are the two 
great Springs of almoſt all Sins 
againſt Go , our Netglibours, 


0 - 


* 


and our oαãn Souls. 
Chriſtian Humility, as it refers 
to Gop, teaches us ſuch lowly 
Reverence and Self-abaſement, as 
becomes our Meanneſs and Un- 
worthineſs, and the vaſt Diſtance 
we are at from Him, as we rate 
frail Creatures and Sinners: It 
gives us a quick and ſtrong Senk 
19% & 1 0 
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OT (ay) 
2 SURE 
and Fü VD˖,jmũ the 
great 26 226111 in 
enables üs O AND 
Ments7 Ar Ans ne 9% * 


5 4 


illi hy” ed 89 90 
La bee e eren ae 
etifativils of "his" Provieiice,, 


4. 48 
1 cult fa ve Hin for öüt fees. 
d Tae hümble Man eftecins G 
vo thers better than himfelf, becauſe: 
he makes it his Care and Stud a 
1510 acquaint himſelf moſt with 
-1 WM what: is worſt in Hitiſelf, But with. 


He is not puffed up with Know 
edge; Peres; Riches, G betauſe: 
de hath always a hohy Pearland 

jealoufy, of his not uſing thofe: 
are . deb *thoſe Eds for 
It which gave theme: do bim ;, 
of Wand fo being! 1 z much worſe Con- 
of | F 5. ditiom- - 


— 4 1 


ter Pork U tat hat W 


that Nhiclp is beſt in other Mel. 
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—ů — of him fel 


1 di, . (0-100 
tempted to Anger. He is always 
contented, « — N 

on in F angy u 4 in! Some 

of better — Wiſe Mes 
and true Chriſtians know, tha 

| they | | N 
they uſe 
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ee eee 
ſtricteſt Rules of gobriety, Tempe- 
rance, and Chaſſit y, though we are 
counted Fools by the worldly wiſe 
Men; ſince: We very welt know, 
that we are then only truly wiſe, 
when we are wiſe for our great 
eſt, beſt, and turlaſting Intereſt. 
6 b'S Hoy Spirit, the Aw- 
thor and prinotpal Agent by 
which a States ard wong in 
us, worky un he Soul hy türn- 
ing our Mind and Will to. his 
or that Obect; by determinigg 
our Thoughts to: and firing them 
upon ſueh Subiects, which; being 
ſeriouſly  confidered, - ate apt T0 
ſtrike or affect our Rational /Fa- 
culties, and: to make lafting Im- 
prefions upow chern. Lin h 
to conceive! how GOο works' a- 


ESE Si. TR ET 2m 


ny Change, or good Effects in 
tlie Soul, 1 by the 
Operation of } Fhoug ts. 22511: 
If we would be ſaſe here, and 
quent l to conſider, what qudg 
ment we have Reaſoh te think 
Goo makes of us, in reference to 
what we are, to what we da, 
and to what we have; and to 
value our ſelves upon theſe 
counts as Gop doth, i. e. accord 
ing to the Frame and Temper 
we are of, in doing what we do, 
and os — e have. 3 
Sma er Failings, ings, Sus prizes, | 
Deſects, will humble a Man oſ 
à more purified and refined Spi- 
rit, much more than thoſe which 
are greater would de, whilſt be 
was but of à leſs Growth in 
-hriſtianit . 
i Humility qualiſies Men in an 
eſptcial Manner ſor Go »'s teach 
ing, and a 


68530 


cannot be content to be 4 FOο 
for ever, mult prize this Grace as. 
the Foundation! of true Wiſdom 
as well as 6f moſt other Graces 
and Giſts ef G GD Holy Spirit: 


the right Uſe of outward Fr. 
ſperity, Which Gop denſies net 
to good Men, but in drdetb t 
ſomething which is better. bl 
our L en 5 tas the gear: Ben 
fon He teaches us) be, being 
much wifer as well as greatet than 
Solomon, made choice of 1 very 
mean Parentage Cohdition Cm 
ny, Courſe of Life? He hep 


ed wo reatneſs, Honour, 
Applauſe, Pomp, Riches; He bore 


without any Return or Bitter 
neſs of Spirit. And we de bet 
honour and obey Him, in being 
28 Hke to Him as we poſſibly cas, 
N N in 


8 SN. reer 


of the beſt Wiſdem He WW 


«| Humility beſt qualifies Men er 


Affronts, Reproackes, -Revilings 


0 340 
ka) bis exemplary Humility, and 
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and. 5y or own. utmoſt Rundes. 
yours, w know and to do the 
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of that Life which. wit never 
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Pads” n the *prometing” the 
Honour of G:&'vj/ feht Salve 
tion of our on Sou, And ofthe 
Souls of chers t du Bower ; 
in going all the Good ve eat 
all Men zuin bearing Wich, ane 
forgiving the Evils kbey do 
And nothing can conduee more 
to theſe great and worrhy Pur 
poſes, and thoſe” Bnds forwhich 
we came into Being, than our 
living always under a lively Ap- 
—— that Go 's Ale ng 
* * en * 1. 480 
The only Advantage of- ſeculut 
Greatneſs, Power, Anbar 
Wealth, Wit, and Learning? 
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to Go p, and to do mare. Good 
to Men. Where this 7 And 


poſed and afmed at, A "5 
conſtantly and honeſtly,” : 
theſe ſhining Ourfides o PE | 

neſs, which the Men of | 

World dote upon tend 975 
make them men Bi 4 
reaſonable and les 84 1 2 
here, and o more miſerable for 
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Nothing is a more juſt RE- 
proach” to the Reaſon of Man- 


kind, nor more 1 "fo 


their Intereſt in be 
Mens not making 9 2 5 5 — 
ing Reflexions upon the vaſt'Dif- 
ference | there is "between 76 
comparative Moment of this Life, 
and the endleſs 9 the 

next. o an dat N a): - 
In frequent; long, red; ab 
impertinentViſits, Men do not on- 
ly murder their own Time, whic 
_ any 
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Tiue Relig ion t teaches, and en. 
ie. yg this Would, 
and ro riſe above f ſenſual and 
earthly Pleaſures, which darken 
the Mind, and it binder it from 
enjoying the Divine Light. Wick 
eck Men bury their Souls in ther 
Bodies, their Souls are only Ser 
vants to their Senſes; all Ich 
Projects and Deſigns are bound. 
Aa which e ergy Hg 
rth which they tread upon, 
To walk ey: Gon; 1 
Scripture made the Chat q 
« good Man; and it's the high, 
| Perfe&ion and” Priol 
created Nature, to converſe 10 
ay Divinity. hereas,” on 4 
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culties Se the Soul, and ets 8 
true Ingenuity, Liberty, a 


plitude, the moſt. free and. — 


rous Spirit in che Minds e of 80d: 


e el Man 1 
ores 4 
oft Power 1 Dominion over 
himſelf, and enables him ta OVer-. 
come His Self will and Paſſions. -_ 
He that will not fubmit him- 
ſelf to, nor comply with, the E- 
ternal and Uncreated Will, hut, 
inſtead of it, endeavours to ſet up 
lis own Will, makes himſelf. the 
moſt rea Tdot in the World, and 
exalts himfelf againſt all that | is 
called G o p, and ought to be 
worſhipped. | 
Religion directs aud enabfes a. 
Man to propound to W | 
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beſt End, (vie,) the, Glory of 
Go p, and. his own becoming 


like unte So v. Our ſeeking the f 
Glory of Gop, is our endeavour. ; 
ing to partake more of Go i © 


and to reſemble Him (as much 


as we can) in true Holineſs, and 
every divine Vibe * Ft A 
lle that purſues any worldly 
Intereſt, or earthly thing, as his 
End, becomes himſelf alſo earth. 
ly ; and the more the Soul directs 
it ſelf to & o p, the more it be. 
comes God-like, deriving a; Print 
of that Glory and Beauty, upon 
if ſelf, which it converſeth with, 
as it is excellently ſet forth by the 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. iii. But we all with 
open Face, beholding as in 4 Gli 
the Glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the ſame Image, from Glory t 
Glory. eter ety rage” 
4 We then ſeek the Glory of 
Go p, when Gop becomes ſo 
great in our Eyes, and all create 
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all things, and .end yo ae 
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Thin from a 5 Con hs —.— 


of the Mind: wi 

cret Feeling of 6 S all and 
Reciprocation Hlection to 
Him, wherein t > Divine Gary 


moſt unfolds it 
Religion N the £ 
Serenity and Compoſe 


Mind, and 5 e 


fentifient, Ka motd 
all g oy el P _ to e- 
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Religion advanceth the Soul to 
an holy Boldneſs, and humble 
Familiarity with Go p, and to 
comfortable Confidence concern. 
ing the Love of Go p toward it, 
and its own Salvation. The right 
Apprehenſions of Go p are loch 
as are apt to beget Love to Goo, 
Delight and Confidence in Him. 
We can preſent Go p with no 
Offering ſo acceptable to Him 
as our. Love, and Delight, and 
Confidence in Him; and when 
He comes into the Souls of Men, 
He makes theſe his Throne, his 
Place of Reſt, as finding the 
—.— Agreeableneſs therein to 
5own Hence. 
Religion fpiritualizes material 
things, and carries up the Souls 
of good Men from ſenſible and 
earthly things, to things Intelle- 
ctual and Divine. 
We ſhould love all things in 
Gov, and G0 o in al 
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Gr 
becauſe He is All in All, the Be. 
ginning and Original, of Being, the 

perfect Idea of their Goodneſs, 
5 the End of their Motion. 

Religion raiſeth the Minds of 
good Men, to a due Obſervance. 
of, and Attendance upon, Divine 
Providence, and enables them to 
ſerve the Will of Gov, and to, . 
acquieſce i in it. C | 

Mis nothing elſe bur Helliſh 
Pride and Self-love, | that makes 
Men ſerve themſelves, and to. 
ſet up themſelves as Idols agaioft” 
GO. 

To a good Man to ſerve the 
Will of Go p, it is in the trueſt 
and beſt Sence to ſerve himſelf, 
who knows himſelf to be nothing 
without, or. in - Oppoſition to 
Goo. This is the moſt Divine 
Life that can be, for a Man to 
act in the World upon Eternal 
Deſigns, and to be ſo wholly de- 
voted to the Will of God, as to 

| SS -: ſerve 
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ſerve it moſt Kirhfully and en- 


rirely. 

his is the proper Charafter 
2 holy % their Wills A e. {q 
ully”. reſolved” into. t 

Will, that they! in all thi hings Div 
ſcribe” to it, „Vithout An Mur. 
murin $ or Debates : They reſt 
well fatisfy*d_ with, and take 


1 in, any Pa geß of 


ge 70 nſation, as being or. 
e and diſpoſed b 1 7 | 

Wi {dom TORTS accordin to the 
higheſt Rules of Goodnels, 


As created Beings, that are ca: 


pable of cQoverbps with G ov, 
| 91 nearer to 


140 more or 1 5 
ſo they parra) more or leſs 
char F Happineſs, which flows forth 
from Hig and Go Klees Reg 
9 a 

to den. 
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or further; 
from Him; an 5 they par- 


his Trang 


different WY a 


e 
{True Holineſs r Religion, dg 
true Happineſs, © are but t. ſe. 
veral Notions of one thing; ra- 
ther than diſtinct in themſelves.: 
Religion delivers us froth? Hell, 
by inſtating us in a Poſſeſſion of 
true Life and Bliſs. Hell- is ra- 


** 


and Heaven cannot be ſo truly 
defined by any thing without us, 


us. . Obe, eee 
Wicked Men, by deſtroying; 
what there is from Go D within 
them, and diveſting themſel ves of 
all that which hath any Alliance 
to God, or true Goodneſs, and 
transſorming theimſelves into-the 
i 

s 
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tor Correſpondence, and converſe: 

with the Devil! 
The Difference bet the 

Devil and wicked Men, is rather 


ther a Nature, than a Place; 


2s by ſometfüng that is within 
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the Difference of a Name, than 


of Natures. Whereſoever we ſee: 
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Ma- Fe 
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Makoto Hy . an mT, 


— — 7 ſay, Her 6, aud there, 
that evil 1755 : 
Lond the n ping of 6 93 uf 
Hips, coph 
28 ts: a,-Change: f i uy 
as in the Participatiog of the B. 
vine Nature, and in our Afi. 
lation unto Go'p; fo, ous. col 
verſing with the Devil, is not ſo 
much by a mutual, local Preſence, 
as by an Imitation of 2 Wigked 
and ſinful Nature, derived ugoy 
Mens own Sous. Where e 
find Uncleanneſs, Intempezancy 
Covetouſneſs, or any ſuch im. 
pure or unha Behayigy 
Wo may ſay, Hers-Safan's THO 
8. 370 9 4007 
All Mew in je conyerk 
either with Gon, or with the 
Devil, and walk in the Done 
either of Heaven, or of Hell: 
They have their : Fellowſhip, 
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90 Ny. ac St. Jahn 2 or elſe- 
* the apeſtate a evil An- 
c 
ſg 2 
Tit e Him, iaſtates us 
— 2 — of coup Har. 
10 is nothing 
Gon himſelf, who is all. Being 
and Bleſſedneſs; and our Piſſi- 
militude to GO D and Apoſtacy 
from Him, igvolves us in our 
own Miſery, and ſets us at che 
—— Emmnity to What our un- 
litiable Dafiras mↄſi off all crave 
for, Which in the Enjoyment of 
nge ſatisfying G 
The Spirit —— 38; frown 
Hedven, tin always que oh an in- 
bred: Nobleseſs Mhich bears ig up, 


Heaven, from whenge: it came, 


powerfully reſiſting all things. that 
would deprive it of San D, Or 


a it from returning 8 
ri- 
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carried upwards: again toward 


Hell it ſelf in the Sou 
that gives the Devil ſuch free 


of Men, ſtamped with a diaboli 


_ inſignificant Forms of Words, &. 
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Original; it is always moving up. 
wards, in an even and ſteddyWey, 
towards GO p, from whence it 
„ 2 
It is indeed * elſe but 
Sof Men, 


Entertainment there; the Wills 


cal Form, and bearing the De- 
vis" Image and: Inſcription upon 
them, declare his Right over 
em. e dd ang 
© The Uſe of any Arts, Rite, 
or Ceremonies, not underſtood, 


of which we can give no rational Neligi 
or divine Account; this indeed is W's 0 
nothing elſe but a kind. of Ma- 
gick, which the Devil © himſelf 
owns, and gives Liſe to, though 
he may not be corporeally pre- 
ſent, or require preſently any 
further Covenant from the Uſers 
of them. The Devil, no queſts 
ants | O, 
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on, is preſent to all his own Rites 
and Ceremonies, though Men dif- 
cern him not; and may, upon the 
Uſe of them, fecretly produce 
thoſe Effects which may gain 
Credit to them. 

Let us endeavour to. acquaint 
our ſelyes with our own Lives, 
and with the true Rules of Liſe, 
vhich Salomon calls, the Way of 
7 ; 4 xv. 2 FN. Tie We 
ife its sbave ta the * at he * 
depart from Hell len 
Let us Pg. 27 . Minds as 


0 as RY 
7 and CE 0 — — 
Leligion; tha it in 
ts on Beauty and nc dy 


e may the more ſincerely cloſe 


vith it ; For true Religion, which 
s the. true Wiſdom, is (as the 
\uthor, of the Book of Wiſdom. 
peaks). Chad. vü. 25, 26, 4 pure 
uence, flowing frm the Glory of 


—B © 
the Almighty, the Brightneſs of th 
Everlaſting Light, the unſpotted My: 
rour of the Poner of O D, and 
the Image of his Goodneſs. _. 

© Let ustherefgre labour to pn 

our own Souls from all eth, 
and all worldly Pollutions; let us 
breath after the Aid and Aſſt. 
ance of the Divine Spirit, that it — 
may irradiate and inlighten our 
Minds, that ſo we may be able 
to fee Divine Things in a Divine 
Light ; let us endeavour to live 
more and more in a careful and 
daily Practice of all thoſe Rules 
of religious and holy Living, 
commended to us by our Ever- 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour: % 
{hall we know Religion better; 
and knowing it, we {hall love it; 
and loving it, we ſhall be ſtil 
more and more ambitioufly pur - 
ſuing after it, till we come to 
a fuller Attainment of that Pu 
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rity. and Holineſs it demands; 


and thereby of our own- reater 
perfection here in this and 


unſpeakable * in that (| 
which will never end. | | 
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| 24. Theſe Four laſt by the Reverend Dr. Asſheton 


Books Printed and Sold by J. Dowwiy 
in Barthelomew-Cleſe near Smithfield; 


HE Principles and Duties of the Clu 
ſtian Religion, conſider'd and explai 
ed; in order to retrieve and promote t 
Chriſtian Life, or that Holineſs, withon 
which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Divided 
into XXVI 3 One whereof being 
read every Lord's-Day and Holy-day, the 
whole will be read over thrice in the Yea 
The Second Edition corrected and enlarge 
A Collection of Forms of Prayer, for the 
daily Uſe of Families, or of particular Per 
ſons. For the Lord's-Day. Relating to the 
Lord's-Supper. With a Diſcourſe of Pray 
er. And a plain Account of the Sacrament 
of the Lord's-Supper. Shewing the Advan 
tages and Neceſſity of the frequent Uſe 
of both, in order to the Chriſtian Life. The 
third Edition corrected and inlarged. Bott 
by John Mapletoft, D. D. 
Morning and Evening Prayers for Fami 


ſtreſſes, Children, and Servants, 

The holy Sacrament of the Lord's-Sup 
per explain'd, by way of Queftion and An 
ſwer, according to the Method of the 
Church-Catechiſm. With a Form of Ex 
mination, &c. 

A Diſcourſe againſt Drunkenneſs, Curſing 
and Swearing. 24. A | 

A Method of Devotions for the Lord' 
Day. 24. 

A Method of Daily Devotions. 24. 

An Exhortation to the Holy Communion 


